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The essays in “The Crisis of American Democracy: Essays on a Failing 
Institution” seek to answer central questions about American democracy, such 
as: if American democracy is failing, what are the causes of this failure? What 
are the consequences? And what can be done to fix it? These standalone essays 
present diverse perspectives on some of the impediments to achieving a true 
democracy in the present-day United States of America, as well as prescriptions 
for overcoming these obstacles. Leading academics from across North America, 
contribute their perspectives on this timely debate. 
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