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What Others Have Said about
Hermeneutics, Metacognition, and Writing

“In her collection of essays featuring the work of literary giants like Toni
Morrison and Emily Dickinson, editor Maryann DiEdwardo and her
contributors map out the terrain of grief and injustice, and make convincing
arguments about the efficacy of literature to heal wounds. These ambitious
essays are at once erudite, engaging, and remarkably hopeful.”

—Stephanie Powell Watts

(Stephanie Powell Watts won the Ernest J. Gaines Award for Literary Excellence
for her debut story collection, We Are Taking Only What We Need (2012), also
named one of 2013’s Best Summer Reads by O, The Oprah Magazine.)

“Patti Pasda, as artist, is a painter of animals, especially horses, and it is obvious
that she is attuned to their free spirits. As a person in the community, she is
equally engaged and understanding, whether she is interacting with an
individual or supporting action for global betterment. Patti Pasda—
courageous, loyal, loving.”

—Professor Emeritus John E Vickrey
Lehigh University

Reviews about Dr. Maryann Pasda DiEdwardo’s Books

The Fourth “R”: A Book to Promote the Journey Through Hispanic American
Literary History to Develop Language Skills, and Music Transforms the College
English Classroom

“Dr. DiEdwardo’s books are must-haves for all educators, especially for those
who teach students of other languages. The book is simple and its components
are easy to follow. What I find particularly compelling about this book is the
idea to use authors from the students’ home country to enhance self-esteem
and pride, in addition to creating individual voices.”

—Toni Velleca, ESOL teacher
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Preface

Our book presents a theme and a focus on interpretation through writing, film,
poetry, and action. On September 26, 2019, I attended a lecture by Virginia
McKenna in New York City, where she stated that “animals should live in the
wild” (McKenna).

In a gentle rain, I walked toward the White Space in Chelsea. I approached the
venue. But when I noticed Virginia standing with a group of people, I
approached her to share my story.

In the Chelsea section of Manhattan, I meet Virginia Anne McKenna, OBE,
born June 7, 1931, a British stage and screen actress, author, and wildlife
campaigner. She is best known for her films and books. She co-founded Born
Freein 1984. The Born Free Foundation is an international charity organization.

My first meeting with the British actress, author, and conservationist
captivates. With her son, she speaks about the reason for animals to be free to
live in the wild. They discuss the importance of a short film campaign to raise
awareness of the exploitation of South Africa’s lions. The film is titled The Bitter
Bond.

She inspires and supports compassionate conservation which puts the
welfare of individual animals at the heart of effective conservation actions. The
Virginia McKenna Award for Compassionate Conservation is named in honor
of Virginia McKenna.

Dr. Maryann P. DiEdwardo

Works Cited

McKenna, Virginia. “A Night for Wildlife.” White Space, Chelsea, New York City,
New York, 26 Sept. 2019.



Figure 1. Maryann P. DiEdwardo, Virginia McKenna, and Patricia Pasda at an event in
New York, NY, by the Born Free Foundation, on Thursday, September 26, 2019. Photo
used with permission of Patricia Gould.
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