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Foreword

It has been said of Dostoevsky that he was Russia’s greatest meta-
physician. With equal propriety it can be said of Lucian Blaga that
he was Romania’s greatest metaphysician. His philosophical treatis-
es and his poetry have played a prominent role in the constitution
of Romania’s distinctive cultural life and history. It should be noted,
however, that Blaga’s metaphysics, in many respects not unlike that
of Dostoevsky, was of a personal and mundane- rooted sort. Alt-
hough systematic in its analysis of metaphysical details, Blaga never
aspired to fashion a closed, final, and fully elaborated system.
Throughout his career he succumbed neither to the stratospheric
planking of abstract categories that defined much of the metaphys-
ics of the ancients nor to the overdetermination of alleged indubita-
ble knowledge claims within the epistemology of the moderns.

The open-texture quality of Blaga’s metaphysics and epistemolo-
gy, always conjoined with an historicist grounding in the changing
patterns of development, had profound effects upon the wider cul-
tural complex as an interweaving of multi-disciplinary approaches
to the issues that intrigue the human spirit. For an engagement with
such multi-disciplinary endeavors Blaga was well suited. As a veri-
table polymath, versatile not only in his innovative metaphysics, he
was also a published poet, a playwright, a novelist, and a frequent
producer of essays. In addition, it is important to note that he was
also learned in the physics and biology of his day and was thus able
to pursue issues dealing with the crosscurrents in philosophy, poet-
ry, literature, and the natural sciences.

In articulating his multi-disciplinary approach to issues across the
spectrum of human learning Blaga was able to draw from many
philosophical and cultural wells, including those that sprung up
within the Western tradition and those that surfaced on Eastern soil
during more ancient times. Blaga’s knowledge of world philosophy
and culture was broad as it was deep, and in drawing both from
Western and Eastern wellsprings his thought is today appropriately
nuanced to surmount the residual Eurocentrism that continues to
inform certain cultural products of the West. Blaga’s world-
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encompassing contributions move from East to West and from West
to East, enriching the philosophical insights of both.

The implications of such a geo-philosophical breadth of discovery
and reflection provides a sheet anchor against any sterile territorial-
isation that restricts the potential of philosophical conversations
reaching beyond the barriers of city-states of the ancient world and
the nation states of modernity. Its inner dynamic bodes well for the
initiation of a cosmopolitanism that augers in the direction of genu-
ine philosophical conversations across the self-isolating voices of
ethnic and national enclaves. Differences regarding thought, dis-
course, and action will undoubtedly remain, but what will become
prominent is the struggle and dynamics to communicate with oth-
ers in spite of and often because of cultural differences, awakening
us to the need to strive for a dialectically enriching conversation of
world citizenry. Lucian Blaga can help us achieve such an awaken-
ing. The world owes an inestimable debt to the various editors,
translators, and commentators for their dedication and diligence in
having made possible the production and publication of Lucian
Blaga: Selected Philosophical Extracts.

Calvin O. Schrag

Professor Emeritus, Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana



Chapter 1

Introduction:
Life and Philosophy

Even fifty years after his death Lucian Blaga is hardly known in the
English-speaking world, save for his poetry. The aim of this volume
is to present, for the first time in book form, sufficient translated
extracts from his extensive philosophical publications to show the
extent, depth, originality and continuing importance of his philo-
sophical thinking

This Introduction consists of five sections: 1. Life and Publica-
tions; 2. An Outline of Blaga’s Philosophy in its Contexts; 3. Its Im-
pact at Home and Abroad; 4. Blaga in Relation to Contemporary
Continental European Philosophy; 5. Blaga and Contemporary
Anglophone Philosophy; 6. An Outline of the Selected Extracts.
Inevitably there are some overlaps among them.

1. Life and publications

Lucian Blaga is one of the most prominent persons in the history of
Romanian culture. A great poet and philosopher, his works had a
decisive influence on the Romanian poetry of the 20th century and
on the self-definition of the Romanian national consciousness, and
represented a major contribution to the foundation of the meta-
physics of knowledge, of the philosophy of unconscious categories
and of the philosophy of cultural styles.

Lucian Blaga was born in Transylvania, on May 9th 1895. He was
the ninth child of the parish priest (Romanian Orthodox Church) of
Lancrdm, a village situated near Alba Iulia in Transylvania, at that
time part of the Kingdom of Hungary within the Austro-Hungarian
Empire. He attended high school and the School of Theology in
Transylvania. Then he went to Vienna, where he attended the
courses of the Faculty of Philosophy, getting his Ph.D. with a thesis
on Kultur und Erkenntnis (Culture and Knowledge). At the age of 15,
he published his first poems in the literary review Tribuna and at
the age of 19, he published his first philosophical essay Notes on
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Intuition in Bergson in Review Romdnul in Arad. In 1919 he pub-
lished his first volume of poetry, Poems of Light and a volume of
aphorisms, Stones for my Temple. In 1924 his first book of philoso-
phy The Philosophy of Style was published. It was the beginning of a
prolific career, which produced many volumes of poetry and philo-
sophical works. The latter would finally constitute the four trilogies
(Trilogy of Cognition, Trilogy of Culture, Trilogy of Values, Cosmolog-
ical Trilogy), which define his philosophical system, articulated on
central categories such as mystery, style and culture. His work also
includes plays, a novel, essays, memoirs and aphorisms. Between
1924 and 1939 he was a press attaché, cultural counsellor and min-
ister plenipotentiary in six European capitals. From 1939 to 1947 he
was highly appreciated as the Professor of Philosophy of Culture at
the University of Cluj, a position created especially for him. Elected
a member of the Romanian Academy, Blaga delivered in the pres-
ence of King Carol II of Romania one of the most consistent and
expressive reception speeches, Eulogy to the Romanian Village, a
fundamental text for anyone who wants to understand the special
character of the Romanian people. The response was given by an-
other philosopher, Ion Petrovici. Blaga was also a brilliant translator
of Goethe (Faust) and Lessing. The post-war Communist regime
removed him from his chair at Cluj and appointed him as the librar-
ian and a researcher at the University of Sibiu, now named after
him, and where he had gone with others during the years when
Hitler gave northern Transylvania back to Hungary. He was banned
from publishing any philosophical work. Nominated for the Nobel
Prize 1956 on the proposal of Bazil Munteanu (France) and Rosa del
Conte (Italy), he was on the point of getting the award when the
Communist government in Bucharest sent emissaries to Sweden to
protest against his nomination with false political allegations.

He died in 1961 at Cluj, and was buried back in the churchyard at
Lancram, where a fine statue of him in his academic gown stands
by his grave. After his death his daughter, Dorli Blaga, began to
republish his Trilogies, to which she added later works, all of which
are now reprinted by Humanitas in Bucharest.

2. An outline of Blaga’s philosophy in its contexts

A comparative analysis of Blaga’s ideas within the context of mod-
ern orientations in thinking would define his position as kindred to
and yet different from those of Kant, Goethe, Nietzsche, Spengler,
Husserl, Berdiaev, Cassirer, Freud, Jung and Heidegger. His modern
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openings toward philosophy with polar concepts, and towards
complementarity, define his conceptions as a special form of ra-
tionalism, ecstatic rationalism. Together with other Romanians—
Vasile Conta, Mircea Florian, Stephane Lupasco, D. D. Rosca, Con-
stantin Noica—Blaga outlines a certain type of discourse specific to
Romanian philosophy between the wars, which gave new meanings
to metaphysics, unconscious antimonies and relativity. In Blaga’s
opinion the supreme spiritual value is metaphysics.

In metaphysical creation we can see the very crowning of
philosophical thinking. We shall spare no effort in pleading
in favour of such an appreciation. The metaphysician is the
author of a world. Any philosopher who does not aim at be-
coming the author of a world simply betrays his own voca-
tion; he may sometimes be a really brilliant thinker, still he
would remain an advocate of non-fulfilment ... It is true that
a metaphysical vision is never final; that is, no success
makes useless a new attempt. A metaphysical vision repre-
sents an historical moment, meaning that in a way its fragili-
ty is inherent in its very conditions and structure ... We have
to get accustomed to approaching metaphysical concep-
tions from a point of view different from that of regret for
their perishability. We are then able to grasp that particular
sensitivity of weighing a metaphysical vision according to its
depth and inner harmony.

We repeat: whenever we have to judge some metaphysical
conception we are asked to use an immanent critique. Un-
der such flashes of light, the transitoriness with which each
metaphysical conception is stigmatised grows into a fatality
which is inherent in even the most evident achievements of
the human mind. Contrary to classic systems, this system I
am working on has a symphonic character; it is not the sys-
tem of a single idea, nor of a single formula; it is structured
just like a many-steepled church. This system contains nu-
merous intertwined main leitmotifs, that reiterate from one
study to another and a rhythmically alternating succession.
Eventually, all studies overflow as a metaphysical vision of
the whole of existence; the last volume of each of the trilo-
gies attempts to be a crowning of the others and a metaphys-
ical turning to account of the problems discussed.'
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