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Introduction

This book aims to reflect on power in African politics and international
relations by revisiting its origin, definition, mechanisms, and functions through
theoretical (conceptual) reflections and case studies.

It is always significant to study power in African politics. Power has been the
engine of politics. It is also the goal of players of political games. Power is
invariably the central question in decoding political issues. More critically,
power affects people’s behaviors, especially those of political actors, and leads
to crucial consequences. It is a prominent character of power in African
politics.

What is (political) power? Power has been an essential concept in political
science worldwide for at least 2,000 years. Although studies in political science
have reflected on power, we have not necessarily reached a definitive
conclusion on how to define the concept of power. Unanswered questions
remain in political science: What is power, and how does it influence our
behavior? Despite being an essential engine or mechanism in politics, power
remains a subject to be tackled in political science. The concept of power is a
classical but constantly renewed subject and goal in the thousands of years of
political study.

In reflecting on the concept of power in African politics, this book highlights
that power is an essential boundary generator that creates gaps in people’s
everyday lives, society, the political arena, and international relations. The
book, therefore, examines power to understand African politics. Power creates,
maintains, and changes the gaps and differences in all arenas of human life.
Boundary-generating power fosters political dynamism, which accompanies
asymmetrical political relations.

In the twenty-first century, the political situation in African countries has
progressively changed, as have the economic and social circumstances. The
images of politics and international relations in Africa should be re-examined
as the contemporary world’s political environment has changed in the globalizing
post-Cold War era.

Three decades have passed since the dawn of democratization on the
African continent in the early 1990s. Some African countries have attempted
democratization and reshaped their political structure, and political freedom
has consequently spread in these countries. Other countries, unfortunately,
have experienced the revival of authoritarian regimes or serious armed conflicts in
the post-Cold War era. Democratization has significantly influenced power
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management in African politics. This book aims to reflect on how democratization
has impacted the behaviors of political actors and citizens. The book also
examines how democratization has (re-)drawn boundaries between political
regimes in African countries.

Several years after the dawn of democratization, African countries began
initiating decentralization reforms. Initially, decentralization was considered
an administrative reform to achieve administrative efficiency by devolving
financial, technical, and human resources from the central government to local
governments. However, decentralization was not a simple administrative reform.
It reactivated political dynamism in local communities, resulting in the
redrawing of boundaries between national and local politics. Decentralization
stimulated political engineering among local political actors and encouraged
international cooperation among local governments.

Since gaining independence from European colonies (with some exceptions),
almost all African countries have faced sovereign border issues and disputes
with neighboring countries. The sovereign border has been both an old and
new challenge among African countries. Most current African borders were
drawn during the colonial period and inherited as sovereign borders on the day
of independence. Besides conflicts and disputes, these African borders have
caused inconvenience, illegal trade, and the separation of historically and
culturally established communities. Many border problems between neighboring
African countries remain ongoing. Borders have created, impacted, maintained,
and renewed boundaries among African states, especially among borderland
people.

Many challenging situations have arisen due to borders in Africa’s
postcolonial history. Yet African borders also provide potential opportunities
to bridge neighboring countries, strengthen inter-state security, and build
regional integration. Cross-border local cooperation is a potential transborder
cooperation measure. The current borderlands were not necessarily border
regions in the precolonial time but were trade, immigration, and cultural
meeting and exchange points. Therefore, the current borderland people and
communities have long shared common cultural, economic, and linguistic
practices. Supposedly, decentralization accelerates cross-border local cooperation
in Africa. We must also recognize the positive and potential aspects of
generating boundaries.

International circumstances also affect African politics and societies. Once
the United States’ unipolar hegemony began fading at the beginning of the
twenty-first century, (re-)emerging global powers, such as Brazil, China,
India, Indonesia, Russia, and Turkey, expanded their influence in Africa by
enthusiastically appealing for a multipolar international order. As the world’s
geopolitical order has changed, transforming geopolitical power relations



Introduction xvii

affects politics and international relations in African countries. International
circumstances have changed dramatically for developing countries in the
transition from the solidarity of the Third World during the Cold War time to the
emergence of the Global South in the era of globalization. The inter-continental
relations between Asia and Africa are not exceptional but typical. Since the
Asian-African conference (Bandung, 1955), Asia-Africa relations have been
described in terms of solidarity and neutrality, within the Cold War context, as
equal partners through South-South cooperation. However, as some Asian
countries have achieved significant economic development and emerged as
worldwide economic giants, the economic gap between the two continents has
expanded significantly and become more apparent. The relationship between
Asia and Africa has transformed from one of equal partners striving for Third
World solidarity to one of asymmetrical partners in development assistance
provision and reception through a more business-friendly South-South
cooperation framework. Thus, South-South cooperation exposes the new
boundaries in the Global South in the twenty-first century.

Since the end of the Cold War in the early 1990s, we have continuously
observed political changes in Africa, from state politics to people’s everyday
acts. As the circumstances of politics and international relations in Africa have
changed, political actors and ordinary people’s political and social behaviors
have transformed. However, we have also observed enduring challenges in
African politics. For example, state- and nation-building, the rule of law,
freedom of expression, transparency, and human rights remain challenging
issues in African politics.

Political power or engineering affects the lives of not only political actors but
also powerless ordinary people, who often suffer from absurd consequences
caused by power-struggling political actors. Ordinary citizens usually cannot
directly protest a powerful authoritarian regime. However, they do have some
modest weapons they can wield against the regime and its leader. For instance,
instead of direct protest, ordinary people caricature by mocking and laughing
off their leader indirectly and metaphorically. Laughter is an essential act for
human beings at all times. Although laughter does not change the political
situation on its own, it might undermine the symbolic power of the political
authority and its leader and ephemerally invert the feeling of the power
relations between the ruling and ruled actors. Although laughter has not been
a traditional research subject in political studies, it should not be neglected
when reflecting on the symbolic boundaries between the ruling and ruled
actors by focusing on the behavior of powerless ordinary citizens.

As political challenges unavoidably relate to the practices of (political) power,
we must acknowledge that power is always essential to understanding Africa’s
politics and societies. Power is not only the political engine (means) but also a
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goal for political actors and their supporters. Historically, power has created,
maintained, and changed boundaries in and among African states and societies
physically, symbolically, and spiritually. This book emphasizes that power is a
(politically) human-made boundary generator in African politics and societies.
This book aims to tackle how power relates to these political challenges.

A politically made boundary creates gaps that manifest, maintain, undermine,
and change power relations while influencing people’s lives. Political and social
boundaries have accompanied many dramas in Africa. Boundaries exist in
political regimes, administrative units, sovereign borders, cross-border
engagements, inter-continental relations, the Global South, symbolic political
acts, colonial legacy (language), and the performers in the entertainment
industry, which this book addresses. Boundaries are generated and work
individually and in intertwining contexts.

First, this book addresses the conceptualization of power and then examines
issues concerning power in African politics. The following chapters examine
various power-related subjects, including democratization, decentralization,
border issues, cross-border cooperation, Asia-Africa relations, and laughter in
politics. The aim is to clarify the meaning, mechanisms, and functions of power
in African politics and societies after about half a century of independence. The
following chapters structure this book.

Chapter 1 reflects on the concept of power as a boundary generator in African
politics. The political situation has changed throughout Africa in the twenty-
first century as the world has become increasingly globalized. Three decades
after the end of the Cold War and the initiation of democratization in African
countries, reviewing and modifying the perceptions of African politics and
international relations has become more necessary. Although we have
observed significant changes in African politics, some challenges remain.
Issues such as state-building, democratization, the rule of law, and human
rights continue to be crucial political challenges for the future of Africa. These
challenges in African politics unavoidably raise questions about the concept of
(political) power in terms of its definition, meaning, and function. Therefore,
we recognize that power is always the core component of understanding
politics in Africa, despite changes in its character according to the time and
political stage. Power is not only a political engine but also the goal of political
activities. The concept of power in contemporary African politics has been
thoroughly discussed but is always undergoing renewal. This chapter revisits
the concept of power from the general context of political science to focus on
political issues in Africa. Then, it reflects on the meaning and function of power
as a boundary generator in contemporary African politics.

Chapter 2 revisits democratization, which has accompanied hope and
disillusionment in African countries since the 1990s. African countries and
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people have experienced dramatic political transformation and turbulence
from authoritarian regimes led by military leaders or the replacement of a one-
party system to a multi-party system to promote political freedom and
participation. However, conflicts and civil wars have also occurred in some
African countries. Thus, democratization is still one of the most crucial political
milestones in Africa’s postcolonial political history and remains the most
serious challenge in contemporary African politics. Democratization makes
the boundaries between African countries clearer in terms of political
development. First, this chapter briefly traces Africa’s postcolonial political
history. Second, this chapter examines the political impacts, problems, and
challenges of democratization in contemporary African countries by focusing
on the factors and actors that have been involved in democratization. Third,
this chapter reflects on how democratization in Africa has been examined and
understood both positively and negatively. Finally, this chapter presents a more
comprehensive image of democratization to understand one of the most
epoch-making political events in postcolonial African history.

Chapter 3 examines the political impact of decentralization in African
countries. Decentralization is an outstanding phenomenon among the
ongoing administrative and political reforms undertaken in recent decades
around the world, and it has had significant political effects in African
countries. In addition, urbanization amplifies the political impact of
decentralization. Decentralization and urbanization have expanded the economic
and political gaps between local governments in urban and rural areas as
devolution has progressed from central to local governments. Decentralization
encourages international cooperation between local governments and (non-
)African partners. Decentralization and international cooperation between
local governments have significantly influenced local politics in Africa. The
decentralization process has changed the relationship between the state and
local governments and between the local governments and residents, and it has
drawn various boundaries in Africa’s domestic politics and international
relations. First, this chapter briefly traces the history of decentralization in
Africa. Second, it reflects on the impact of decentralization on African politics
and international relations by focusing on local elections, decentralized
cooperation, and political disputes in urbanizing local governments in Benin
and Burkina Faso. This is an appropriate time to examine local governments
closely to understand Africa’s political and social transformations through
decentralization.

Chapter 4 reviews the border-related history and challenges in African
countries by examining the case of Burkina Faso (former Upper Volta), which
has endured complicated border disputes with neighboring countries since its
independence. On the one hand, borderland regions in African countries have



XX Introduction

attracted worldwide attention in recent years as locations for activities by
jihadist groups. On the other hand, borders are recognized as providing
opportunities to advance economic and political cooperation and regional
integration in the twenty-first century. The African Union expects the borders
to transform “from barriers to bridges” among African countries and promote
international cooperation in the borderlands. At independence, most African
countries inherited colonial borders that had been demarcated by European
empires since the late nineteenth century. Even almost half a century after the
independence of African countries, the border-originated issues of African
countries continue to cause conflict in political, economic, social, and
international relations, which are closely connected with security concerns,
such as conflict, ethnic division, refugees, or smuggling. The geographical and
administrative boundaries keep affecting African countries’ politics, economics,
and international relations. This chapter examines the origin of border issues
in Burkina Faso (Upper Volta) by referring to archival documents of the French
colonial government. The chapter seeks to clarify the historical challenges and
potential of African borders.

Chapter 5 reflects on regional security issues in West Africa, especially in
Burkina Faso, focusing on international cooperation among local governments
and border issues. When considering the recent political history of West African
countries, domestic political disputes or conflicts are likely to become international
and regional issues across national borders. Conflicts that occurred in Cote
d’'Ivoire and Mali in the twenty-first century directly affected the security and
economic situations in neighboring countries. In Burkina Faso, which was
facing a huge popular insurgency, President Compaoré unexpectedly stepped
down after 27 years of his authoritarian regime. In addition to the destabilization of
northern Mali, this unforeseen political turnover alarmed the international
community about regional security in West Africa. The borders between
sovereign states may not necessarily be barriers for extremist groups but
occasionally convenient and permeable shields. By contrast, these borders
remain strict and impermeable walls for the national armies of African states.
First, this chapter addresses border issues in Burkina Faso. Border problems
immediately translate to serious economic difficulties and security concerns
for Burkina Faso as a landlocked country. Second, this chapter aims to decode
security issues in West Africa while considering case studies in Burkina Faso
and its neighboring countries to examine questions about borders and local
governments’ cooperation with neighboring countries.

Chapter 6 reflects on Asia—Africa relations by tracing the history since
independence and the Non-Aligned Movement and overviewing the current
transformation of intercontinental relations. Asian and African regions
dramatically expanded and changed their economic and diplomatic relations
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in the twenty-first century, while the Global South became more influential in
the new world economic and political order. Four major Asian countries—
China, India, Japan, and South Korea—became more visible and influential in
Africa. Other emerging Southeast Asian countries have subsequently followed
this trend. These Asian countries have regularly hosted Africa forums for
development and investment in the twenty-first century. The economic and
political situation has become more diversified, accompanying significant gaps
between Asian and African countries and regions. Consequently, the boundaries
between Asia and Africa regarding economic development and international
presence have become more visible. Asian partners have strived to implement
new approaches to Africa. In the new world order, the structure of international
cooperation began to transform. We observe more South-South and South-
North triangular cooperation in Africa to decode the contemporary transformation
of Asia—Africa relations over the years. Transforming Asia—-Africa relations has
accelerated a new trend in international cooperation. Unequal economic
development creates a different gap and boundary between Asia and Africa by
causing the emergence of a new type of donor-recipient relations.

Chapter 7 addresses laughter as a political communication intermediary in
African countries by examining the meaning and potential of laughter and
political satire in African politics. Political satire mirrors the political realities,
trends, and changes and is often accompanied by laughter. Laughter is a
symbolic weapon for both sides—the ruler and the ruled. On the one hand,
powerful rulers use laughter to kill their opponents symbolically. On the other
hand, otherwise powerless actors (or ordinary people) can also use laughter in
a more satirical way. Although laughter does not directly change the political
reality, we cannot neglect its meanings and influences in political communication.
Political satire occasionally triggers an ephemeral and symbolic inversion of
power in the relationship between powerful rulers and powerless people.
Laughter-related acts practiced by ordinary and (politically) powerless people
can undermine the symbolic power of the political authority and temporarily
invert a political boundary between the ruling and ruled actors. It might induce
real political change in the future. Laughter (or humor) would bring about a
different way of thinking about political power among people.



PAGES MISSING
FROM THIS FREE SAMPLE



References

Africa No.l. (September 23, 2016). Bénin : vague de destitutions des maires
pour “mauvaise gestion.” http://www.africal.com/spip.php?article72030
(accessed December 27, 2016).

African Arguments. (August 15, 2012). Burkina Faso: Blaise Compaoré and the
Politics of Personal Enrichment.

http://africanarguments.org/2012/08/15/burkina-faso-blaise-compaore-and-
the-politics-of-personal-enrichment-by-peter-dorrie (accessed February 7, 2016)

African Union Border Programme (AUBP). (2013). Installation of a cross-border
basic service infrastructure: The user’s guide. Department of Peace and
Security. Commission of the African Union.

Ague, V. (July 28, 2017). Le maire de Cotonou suspendu par le ministre de la
Décentralisation. Office de Radio et Télevision du Bénin (ORTB). http://ortb.
bj/index.php/component/k2/item/6953-le-maire-de-cotonou-suspendu-
par-le-ministre-de-la-decentralisation (accessed August 1, 2017)

Alden, C. (2007). China in Africa. London: Zed Books.

Auty, R. (1993). Sustaining development in mineral economies — The resource
curse thesis. London: Routledge.

Bachrach, P, & Baratz, M. (1962). The Two Faces of Power. American Political
Science Review, 56(4), 947-52.

Baniafouna, C. (1995). Congo démocratie: Les déboires de l'apprentissage (Vols.
1 and 2). Paris: Harmattan.

Banégas, R. (2003). La démocratie a pas de caméléon — Transition et imaginaires
politiques au Bénin. Paris: Karthala.

Baudelaire, C. (1855, 2012). De l'essence du rire. Paris: Edition sillage.

Bayart, J-F (1981). Le politique par le bas en Afrique Noire — Questions de
Méthode. Politique Africaine, 1, 53-82.

. et al. (Eds.). (1992). Le politique par le bas en Afrique Noire. Paris:
Karthala.

———. (2006, 2nd edition). L'Etat en Afrique: la politique du ventre. Paris:
Fayart.

BBC News. (August 6, 2000). West Africa Diamond Racket Exposed. http://
news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/868338.stm (accessed February 7, 2016)

. (January 16, 2016). Burkina Faso Attack: Foreigners Killed at Luxury
Hotel. http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-35332792 (accessed January
17, 2016)

Benin Medias. (2016). Phénomene de destitution des maires au Bénin: L'appel
de 'ANCB au gouvernement. http://beninmedias.com/news/phenomene-
de-destitution-des-maires-au-benin-lappel-de-lancb-au-gouvernement
(accessed December 27, 2016)

Benin To Info. (January 8, 2017). Bénin : D’'un montant de 2010 milliards de
FCFA, le budget général de I'Etat 2017 mis en execution. http://www.ben




144 References

into.info/2017/01/08/benin-dun-montant-de-2010milliards-de-fcfa-le-
budget-general-de-letat-2017-mis-en-execution (accessed June 10, 2017)

Bénin Web TV. (September 1, 2016). Bénin : destitution en série des maires
“anti-Talon.” http://beninwebtv.com/2016/09/benin-destitution-serie-maires
-anti-talon (accessed December 30, 2016)

Benzi, D., & Zapata, X. (2017). Good-Bye Che?: Scope, Identity, and Change on
Cuba’s South-South Cooperation. In Bergamaschi, I., Moore, P, & Tickner, A-
B. (Eds.). South-South Cooperation Beyond the Myths — Rising Donors, New
Aid Practices? London: Palgrave Macmillan, 79-106.

Bergamaschi, 1., Moore, P, & Tickner, A-B. (Eds.) (2017a). South-South
Cooperation Beyond the Myths — Rising Donors, New Aid Practices? London:
Palgrave Macmillan.

. (2017b). Going South to Reach North? The Case of Colombia. In
Bergamaschi, 1., Moore, P, & Tickner, A-B. (Eds.). South-South Cooperation
Beyond the Myths — Rising Donors, New Aid Practices? London: Palgrave
Macmillan, 245-69.

Bergson, H. (1940, 2007). Le Rire. Paris: Quadrige-PUE

Biswas, A. (2020). Evolution of India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) Since Its
Inception. In Iwata, T. (Ed.). New Asian Approaches to Africa— Rivalries and
Collaborations. Wilmington: Vernon Press, 31-52.

Biswas, A. (April 7, 2022). Corridor in uncertainty, India and Japan must remain
committed to the fruition of the Asia—Africa Growth Corridor. The Telegraph
Online. https://www.telegraphindia.com/opinion/corridor-in-uncertainty-
india-and-japan-must-remain-committed-to-the-fruition-of-the-asia-africa
-growth-corridor/cid/1859423 (accessed April 7, 2022)

Le blog de la présse béninoise. (July 16, 2015). Elections communales du 28 Juin
2015 : Les résultats communiqués par la CENA.

http://pressedubenin.over-blog.com/2015/07/elections-communales-du-28-
juin-2015-les-resultats-communiques-par-la-cena.html (accessed December 27,
2016)

Boétie (De La), E. (1983). Discours de la servitude volontaire. Paris: Flammarion.

Boko, H. (July 20, 2015). Elections communales au Bénin : Boni Yayi n’est ni
mort ni enterré. Le Monde. http://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2015/
07/20/elections-communales-au-benin-boni-yayi-n-est-ni-mort-ni-enterre_46
90940_3212.html (accessed December 27, 2016)

Bourdieu, P. (2001). Langage et pouvoir symbolique. Paris: Seuil.

Brisbane Times. (February 22, 2007). Bananas can cure AIDS: Gambian president.
https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/world/bananas-can-cure-aids-gambian-
president-20070222-ge8dsx.html (accessed January 18, 2022)

Burkina24. (March 1, 2017). Burkina : Les élections municipales partielles
prévues pour le 28 mai 2017. https://burkina24.com/2017/03/01/burkina-
les-elections-municipales-partielles-prevues-pour-le-28-mai-2017
(accessed March 2, 2017)

. (May 31, 2017). Municipales partielles & Bobo-Dioulasso : Le MPP se

taille la part du lion a Dandé. https://burkina24.com/2017/05/31/municipales-

partielles-a-bobo-dioulasso-le-mpp-se-taille-la-part-du-lion-a-dande

(accessed June 7, 2017)




References 145

Center for International Knowledge on Development. (2023). Progress Report
on the Global Development Initiative 2023.

Central Intelligence Agency. (2016). The World Factbook — Burkina Faso.
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/uv.html
(accessed February 24, 2016)

. (2022). World Factbook — Cote d’Ivoire. https://www.cia.gov/the-

world-factbook/countries/cote-divoire/ (accessed June 30, 2022)

. (2022). World Factbook — The Gambia. https://www.cia.gov/the-

world-factbook/countries/gambia-the/ (accessed June 30, 2022)

. (2022). World Factbook — Niger. https://www.cia.gov/the-world-
factbook/countries/niger/ (accessed June 30, 2022)

Chabal, P. (1992). Power in Africa: An Essay in Political Interpretation. Basingstoke:
Macmillan.

. (2009). Africa: The Politics of Suffering and Smiling. University of
KwaZulu-Natal Press. London: Zed Books.

Chang, Y. (2020). Asia—Africa Relations — the way Korean and African cultures
encounter. In Iwata, T. (Ed.). New Asian Approaches to Africa— Rivalries and
Collaborations. Wilmington: Vernon Press, 111-34.

Cheeseman, N. (2020). Pathway to democracy. In Lynch, G., & VonDoepp, P.
(Eds.). Routledge handbook of democratization in Africa. London: Routledge,
38-51.

Cités unies France (CUF). (2007). http://www.cites-unies-france.org (accessed
December 10, 2007)

Cornelissen, S. (2020). Japanese Firms and Their Internationalization in Africa.
In Iwata, T. (Ed.). New Asian Approaches to Africa — Rivalries and
Collaborations. Wilmington: Vernon Press, 211-36.

Dahl, R. (2000). On democracy. New Haven: Yale University Press.

Dahou, K. et al. (2007). Le cas SKBO. In Enda Diapol. (Ed.). Les dynamiques
transfrontaliéres en Afrique de l'ouest. Paris: Karthala, 15-52.

Daloz, J-P. (Ed.). (1999). Le (non-)renouvellement des élites en Afrique
subsaharienne. Bordeaux: CEAN.

Dangnon, V. (2009). La décentralisation au Bénin : Mémoires d'un premier
quinquennat. Cotonou: Tunde.

Diamond, L. (2009). Foreward. In Lindberg, S. (Ed.). Democratization by
elections — A new model of transition. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, xiii—xx.

Dorigné-Thomson, C. (2022). The Attempted Extension of the Indonesian
Developmental State towards Africa. Jurnal Studi Pembangunan (Langgas),
1(1), 38-50.

Du Bois de Gaudusson, J. et al. (Eds.). (1997). Les Constitutions africaines
publiées en langue frangaise (Vol. 1). Paris: Documentation Francaise.

. et al. (Eds.). (1998). Les Constitutions africaines publiées en langue
[frangaise (Vol. 2). Paris: Documentation Francaise.

Dubey, A-J., & Biswas, A. (2016). India and Africa’s Partnership — A Vision for a
New Future. New Delhi, New York, London: Springer.




146 References

Duran, J., & Chichara, S. (2017). Resisting South-South Cooperation? Mozambican
Civil Society and Brazilian Agricultural Technical Cooperation. In Bergamaschi,
I, Moore, P, & Tickner, A-B. (Eds.). South-South Cooperation Beyond the Myths—
Rising Donors, New Aid Practices? London: Palgrave Macmillan, 271-99.

Duzor, M., & Williamson, B. (February 2, 2022). By the numbers coups in Africa.
Voice of America. https://projects.voanews.com/african-coups/ (accessed
March 26, 2022)

Eboussi Boulaga, E (1993). Les conférences nationales en Afrique noire: Une
affaire a suivre. Paris: Karthala.

Fabelo Concepcion, S., & Gonzalez S-Y. (2020). Beyond Borders: International
map of Cuban medical cooperation. MEMO Publishers.

Fabelo Concepcion, S. (2022). Cooperation potentials with Cuba. Projection of
Cuba-Japan triangular experiences in Sub-Saharan Africa in the education
sector and capacity building. VRF Series, No.505, Tokyo: Institute of Developing
Economies, 1-32.

Foreign Ministry of France. (2007). Coopération décentralisée et développement
urbain. Government of France. http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/article-
imprim.php3?id_article=9485 (accessed on August 16, 2007)

. (2012a). Coopération décentralisée et développement urbain. Government
of France. http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/enjeux-internationaux/cooperation
-decentralisee/colonne-droite-21470/textes-de-reference-21678/article/
definition-et-contexte-juridique (accessed October 7, 2012)

. (2012b). Coopération décentralisée et développement urbain. http://
www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/enjeux-internationaux/cooperation-decentralisee/
colonne-droite-21470/outils-et-methodes/article/ cofinancements-outils-
et-guide (accessed October 7, 2012)

Gazibo, M. (2020). Military. In Lynch, G., & VonDoepp, P. (Eds.). Routledge
handbook of democratization in Africa. London: Routledge, 174-87.

Gbaguidi, A. (September 14, 2016). Bénin : le maire d’Abomey, Blaise Ahanhanzo
Glele sous menace de destitution. Benin Monde Info. http://beninmonde
infos.com/index.php/benin/19-politique/3447-benin-le-maire-d-abomey-
blaise-ahanhanzo-glele-sous-menace-de-destitution (accessed December
30, 2016)

Government of Burkina Faso. (n.d.). Litige frontalier Mali-Burkina Faso,
Affrontement de noél 1985 une guerre absurd. Centre National Archives du
Burkina Faso.

Gyimah-Boadi, E. (Ed.). (2004). Democratic reform in Africa — The quality of
progress. Boulder: Lynne Rienner.

. (2009). Another step forward for Ghana. Journal of Democracy, 20(2),
138-52.

Harakova, H. (2011). Introduction: The Predicament of the Concept of Power in
Africa. In Horakova, H., Nugent, P, & Skalnik, P. (Eds.). Africa: Power and
Powerlessness. Munster: LIT Verlag, 9-21.

Hassani, K. (October 20, 2016). Bénin : pour un encadrement de la destitution
des maires. Contrepoints. https://www.contrepoints.org/2016/10/20/269442
-benin-encadrement-de-destitution-maires (accessed December 27, 2016)




References 147

Herbst, J. (2000). States and power in Africa. Princeton: Princeton University
Press.

International Court of Justice. (1986a). Communiqué: Chamber of Court to hear
Burkina Faso and Mali on possible indication of provisional measures. No.
86/1, January 6, 1986.

. (1986b). Communiqué: Provisional measures are indicated in the case of
the Frontier Dispute (Burkina Faso-Mali). No. 86/2, January 10, 1986.

. (1986¢). Communiqué: Frontier Dispute (Burkina Faso/Republic of
Mali) judgment of the Chamber. No. 86/18, December 22, 1986.

. (1986d). Reports of judgments, advisory opinions and orders, case
concerning the Frontier Dispute (Burkina Faso/Republic of Mali). Judgment
of December 22, 1986.

. (2013). Frontier Dispute (Burkina Faso/Niger). Judgment of April 16,
2013.

Iwata, T. (2000). La conférence nationale souveraine et la démocratisation au
Togo du point de vue de la société civile. Africa Development, 25(3—4), 135-60.

. (2004). Democratic transition and civil society in Africa. Tokyo: Kokusai
Shoin. (Published in Japanese)

. (2011). Decentralization and Election in Benin. Insight on Africa (African
Studies Association of India), 3(2), 101-15.

. (2012a). Political Sphere of Mayor in the Time of Decentralization. In
Masahisa Kawabata, M., & Ochiai, T. (Eds.). Africa and the World (Afurika to
Sekai). Kyoto: Koyo Shobo, 144-64. (Published in Japanese)

. (2012b). Comparative Study on “Asian” Approaches to Africa: An
Introductory Reflection. African Studies Monographs, 33(4), 209-31.

. (2016a). Border and Regional Security in Local Governments’ Cooperation
in West Africa: Case Studies in Burkina Faso. Ritsumeikan Annual Review of
International Relations, 15, 1-25.

. (2016b). Laughter in Political Transition in Africa. Ritsumeikan Studies
in Language and Culture, 2(4), 133-55.

. (2017). Rethinking the concept of power in African Politics — A boundary
producer. Ritsumeikan Annual Review of International Studies, 16, 19-36.

. (2018). Political impact of decentralization in Africa. Ritsumeikan Annual
Review of International Studies, 17, 1-25.

. (Ed.). (2020a). New Asian Approaches to Africa — Rivalries and
Collaborations. Wilmington: Vernon Press.

. (2020b). A Turning Point in Japan’s Soft Power Strategy in Africa. In
Iwata, T. (Ed.). New Asian Approaches to Africa — Rivalries and Collaborations.
Wilmington: Vernon Press, 161-78.

. (2020c). Political Satire and Laughter in Africa. In Ofusu-Kusi, Y., &
Matsuda, M. (Eds.). The Challenge of Africa Potentials— Conviviality, Informality
and Futurity. Bamenda: Langaa, 143-68.

. (2021). Revisiting Border Issues in Africa: a reflection on the border of
the French colony Upper Volta. Ritsumeikan Annual Review of International
Studies, 20, 12-23.

. (2022a). Rethinking Democratization in Contemporary African Politics.
Ritsumeikan Annual Review of International Studies, 21, 1-27.




148 References

. (2022b). Las relaciones entre Asia y Africa en el pasado y el futuro.
Cuadernos de Nuestra America, No.6, CIPI (Cuba), 160-71.

Jackson, R., & Rosberg, C. (1984). Personal Rule: Theory and Practice in Africa.
Comparative Politics, 16(4), 421-42.

Jaffré, B. (1997). Biographie de Thomas Sankara. Paris: Harmattan.

Jan, P (May 9, 2015). CIJ. Nouvelle frontiére entre le Burkina Faso et le Niger.
Effacement des dernieres traces de la colonisation. Droitpublic.net. http://
www.droitpublic.net/imprimersans.php3?id_article=5216&nom_site=Droit
public.net&url_site=http://www.droitpublic.net (accessed June 21, 2015)

Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO) & Confederation of Indian Industry
(CID). (2019). Analysis Paper on Platform for Japan-India Business Cooperation in
Asia-Africa Region.

Jeune Afrique. (May 9, 2015, 2015a). Nouvelle frontiére Burkina Faso-Niger: 18
communes changeront de pays. http://www.jeuneafrique.com/Article/
DEPAFP20150509104940/diplomatie-diplomatie-nouvelle-fronti-re-burkina
-faso-niger-18-communes-changeront-de-pays.html (accessed May 10, 2015)

. (October 9, 2015, 2015b). Burkina Faso: trois gendarmes tués lors d'une

attaque pres de la frontiere malienne. http://www.jeuneafrique.com/2707

20/politique/burkina-faso-3-gendarmes-tues-lors-dune-attaque-pres-de-

frontiere-malienne (accessed October 10, 2015)

. (December 25, 2015, 2015c). Il y a trente ans éclatait la « guerre de Noél »

entre le Mali et le Burkina Faso. http://www.jeuneafrique.com/288381/

politique/il-y-a-quarante-ans-eclatait-la-guerre-de-noel-entre-le-mali-et-

le-burkina (accessed December 27, 2015)

. (January 17, 2016, 2016a). Le Burkina sous le choc aprés avoir été frappé

par la terreur jihadiste. http://www.jeuneafrique.com/294466/politique/le-

burkina-frappe-par-la-terreur-jihadiste (accessed January 17, 2016)

. (January 20, 2016, 2016b). Attentat de Ouagadougou: trois assaillants

sont encore recherchés, selon Manuel Valls. http://www.jeuneafrique.com/

295130/politique/attentat-de-ouagadougou-trois-assaillants-recherches-

selon-manuel-valls (accessed January 27, 2016)

. (2016¢). No. 2872, January 24-30.

Jockers, H., Dirk, K., & Nugent, P. (2010). The successful Ghana election of 2008:
A convenient myth? Journal of Modern African Studies, 48(1), 95-115.

Journal du Jeudi. (February 4-10, 2010). No. 959.

. (June 2-8, 2016). No. 1289.

Kaplan, R-D. (2012). The Revenge of Geography. New York: Random House.

Kim, H-S. (2020). Korea—Africa Forum (KOAF) — South Korea’s Middle Power
Diplomacy and Its Limitations. In Iwata, T. (Ed.). New Asian Approaches to
Africa— Rivalries and Collaborations. Wilmington: Vernon Press, 53-82.

Kindo, B. (June 1, 2016). Attaques de Ouagadougou: 6 individus arrétés. http://
www.omegabf.net/societe/attaques-de-ouagadougou-6-individus-arretes
(accessed June 1, 2016)

King, K., & Venkatachalam, M. (2021). Reflections on India-Africa Studies,
Development Cooperation, and Soft Power. In King, K., & Venkatachalam, M.
(Eds.). (2021). India’s Development Diplomacy and Soft Power in Africa.
Woodbridge-New York: James Currey, 185-96.




References 149

Kragelund, P. (2019). South-South Development. New York: Routledge.
Kurtz, D. (2001). Political Anthropology — Paradigm and Power. Boulder: Westview.
Lamizana, S. (1999). Mémoires: Sous les drapeaux (Vol. 2). Paris: Jaguar Conseil.

Levitsky, S., & Way, L. A. (2010). Competitive authoritarianism: Hybrid regimes
after the Cold War. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Lindberg, S. (Ed.). (2009). Democratization by elections — A new model of
transition. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

. (2010). What accountability pressures do MPs in Africa face and how do

theyrespond? Evidence from Ghana. Journal of Modern African Studies, 48(1),

117-42.

Lukes, S. (1986). Power. New York: New York University Press.

Mamdani, M. (1996). Citizen and Subject: Contemporary Africa and the Legacy
of Late Colonialism. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Mawdsley, E. (2012). From Recipients to Donors — Emerging powers and the
changing development landscape. London: Zed Books.

Médard, J-E (1990). LEtat patrimonialisé. Politique Africaine, 39, 25-36.

Melly, P. (2023). Niger coup underlines challenge to democracy across West
Africa. Chatham House. https://www.chathamhouse.org/2023/08/niger-
coup-underlines-challenge-democracy-across-west-africa (accessed August
31, 2023)

Métodjo, A-K. (2008). Devenir Maire en Afrique. Paris: Harmattan.

Meton, A. (February 14, 2017). Destitution des maires au Bénin : Ouidah, une
ville plus que spécifique. Informateur. http://www.linformateurbenin.info/
destitution-des-maires-au-benin-ouidah-une-ville-plus-que-specifique
(accessed February 26, 2017)

(Le) Monde Afrique. (May 9, 2015). Nouvelle frontiere entre le Burkina Faso et
le Niger, 18 communes vont changer de pays. http://www.lemonde.fr/
afrique/article/2015/05/09/nouvelle-frontiere-entre-le-burkina-faso-et-le-
niger-18-communes-vont-changer-de-pays_4630513_3212.html#hA1bEp75
bKjh8mkT.99 (accessed June 21, 2015)

Morreall, J. (Ed.). (1987). The Philosophy of Laughter and Humor. Albany: State
University of New York Press.

Mthembu, P. (2018). China and India’s Development Cooperation in Africa —
The Rise of Southern Powers. Cham: Palgrave MacMillan.

Mukherjee, R. (2021). India and Japan’s Grand Bargain in the Context of China’s
Rise. In Bekkevold. J. 1., & Kalyanaraman. S. (Eds.). India’s Great Power Politics:
Managing China’s Rise. London: Routledge, 247-61.

Nabole, I-I. (December 7, 2016). Arrondissement n°8 de Ouaga : Aprés la
destitution du maire, les machettes ont parlé. Burkina24. http://burkina24.
com/2016/12/07/arrondissement-n8-de-ouaga-apres-la-destitution-du-maire-
les-machettes-ont-parle (accessed March 6, 2017)

. (December 10, 2016). Arrondissement n°8 : Ce qui est reproché a
I'ancien maire Mahamadi Zongo. Burkina24. https://burkina24.com/2016/
12/10/arrondissement-n8-ce-qui-est-reproche-a-lancien-maire-mahamadi
-zongo (accessed March 6, 2017)




150 References

. (May 29, 2017). Municipales 2017 : Les résultats provisoires des 19
communes. Burkina24. https://burkina24.com/2017/05/29/municipales-
2017-les-resultats-provisoires-des-19-communes (accessed June 7, 2017)

Nassa, D. (2008). Dynamisme d’une ville stimulé par la frontiere: 'example de
Ouangolodougou au Nord de la Cote d’Ivoire. HAL. https://halshs.archives-
ouvertes.fr/halshs-00261598 (accessed December 22, 2014)

Nations Online Project. Political Map of Africa. https://www.nationsonline.
org/oneworld/map/africa-political-map.htm (accessed April 12, 2024)

Nugent, P. (2002). Smugglers, secessionists & loyal citizens on the Ghana-Togo
Frontier. Oxford: James Currey.

Nye, J. (2004). Soft Power — The Means to Success in World Politics. New York:
Public Affairs.

OECD Sahel and West Africa Club (OECD-SWAC). (2010). Mali — Burkina Faso,
Cross-border Co-operation: Operational Framework Proposals and Policy
Recommendations. http://www.oecd.org/countries/burkinafaso/47028005.pdf
(accessed January 13, 2015)

OECD. (October 25, 2021). From emerging donor to global development
partner. https://www.oecd.org/country/korea/thematic-focus/from-emerging
-donor-to-global-development-partner-66044045 (accessed July 19, 2022)

Opalo, K. O. (2012). African elections: Two divergent trends. Journal of
Democracy, 23(3), 80-93.

Ottaway, M. (Ed.). (2003). Democracy challenged: The rise of semi-authoritarianism.
Washington D.C.: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

Owa, M. (2020). Changing Aid Architecture in Africa through the Encounter
between OECD Countries and non-OECD Countries. In Iwata, T. (Ed.). New
Asian Approaches to Africa — Rivalries and Collaborations. Wilmington:
Vernon Press, 237-62.

Pan, H. (2020). A New Approach to Cooperation with Africa from the Rise of
Chinese Outbound Tourism in the 215t Century. In Iwata, T. (Ed.). New Asian
Approaches to Africa — Rivalries and Collaborations. Wilmington: Vernon
Press, 135-60.

Panapress. (May 13, 2003). Ivorian Civil War Cuts Abidjan Port Activities by 43.4
Percent. http://www.panapress.com/ivorian-civil-war-cuts-Abidjan-port-
activities-by-43.4-percent--13-482303-18-langl-index.html (accessed April
18, 2016)

Panda, J-P. (Ed.). (2020). Scaling India—Japan Cooperation in Indo-Pacific and
Beyond 2025 — Corridor, Connectivity and Contours. New Delhi: KW Publisher.

Partenariat pour le Développement Municipal (PDM). (2006). Annuaire de la
zone transfrontaliere; Sikasso—Korhogo—Bobo Dioulasso.

(Le) Pays (Burkinabe newspaper). February 12, 2010.

. Website. March 18, 2018.

Piqué, E, & Rainer, L-H. (1999). Les Bas-reliefs d’Abomey: I'Histoire racontée sur
les murs. Cotonou: Les Editions du Flamboyant.

Purushothaman, C. (2021). Emerging Powers, Development Cooperation and
South-South Relations. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan.




References 151

Radio France Internationale (RFI). (March 14, 2016). Cote d’'Ivoire: une attaque
revendiquée par Aqmi frappe Grand-Bassam. http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/
20160313-cote-ivoire-tirs-entendus-grand-bassam (accessed March 14, 2016)

Raposo de Medeiros Carvalho, PM. (2020). Small Farmers — The Missing Link
in the ProSavana Triangle. In Iwata, T. (Ed.). New Asian Approaches to Africa
— Rivalries and Collaborations. Wilmington: Vernon Press, 181-210.

Republic of Mozambique, Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security (MASA).
(2015). Report of the public hearing outcome of the ProSAVANA's Draft Zero
Master Plan.

République du Mali. (1985). Memoire: Affaire du differend frontalier Burkina
Faso/Mali (Vol. 2).

Research and Information System for Developing Countries. About AAGC.
https://aagc.ris.org.in/en/about-aagc (accessed July 29, 2023)

Research and Information System for Developing Countries, Economic Research
Institute for ASEAN and East Asia, & Institute of Developing Economies —
Japan External Trade Organization (2017). A Vision Document: Asia Africa
Growth Corridor.

Saito, E (Ed.). (2008). Foundations for Local Governance — Decentralization in
Comparative Perspective. Heidelberg: Physica-Verlag.

Sarkar M. G., & Panda, J. (2021). Between Business and Balance: India-Japan in
Africa vis-a-vis China. In King. K., & Venkatachalam, M. (Eds.). India’s
Development Diplomacy and Soft Power in Africa. Woodbridge-New York:
James Currey, 41-56.

Schaeffer, J-M. (2011). Rire et blaguer. In Birnbaum, J. (Ed.). Pourquoi rire?
Paris: Gallimard, 23-37.

Schedler, A. (Ed). (2006). Electoral Authoritarianism. Boulder: Lynne Rienner.

Schmitter, P. C., & Karl, T. L. (2009). What democracy is... and is not. In
Diamond, L. (Ed.). Democracy a reader. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 3-16.

Seiyama, K. (2000). Power. Tokyo: Univerisity of Tokyo Press. (Published in
Japanese)

Skinner, E. (1964). The Mossi of the Upper Volta— The political development of
the Sudanese people. Stanford: Stanford University Press.

Slm, G. (September 7, 2016). Bénin : Patrice Talon fait destituer des Maires de
I'Opposition. Afrique sur 7. http://www.afrique-sur7.fr/29405/benin-patrice
-talon-fait-destituer-des-maires-de-lopposition (accessed December 27, 2016)

Sugita, A. (2000). Power. Tokyo: Iwanami. (Published in Japanese)

Takahashi, M. (2020). TICADs under the Changing Global Landscape — Japan’s
Role in African Development Reconsidered. In Iwata, T. (Ed.). New Asian
Approaches to Africa — Rivalries and Collaborations. Wilmington: Vernon
Press, 83-107.

Times of India. (July 25, 2022). India’s push to boost Africa ties: 222 LoCs worth
$14 billion. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/indias-push-to-boost
-africa-ties-222-locs-worth-14-billion/articleshow/93097626.cms (accessed
July 30, 2023)

Toulabor, C. (1986). Le Togo sous Eyadéma. Paris: Karthala.



152 References

. (1991). La dérision politique en liberté a Lomé. Politique Africaine, 43,

136-41.

. (1992a). Jeu de mots, jeu de vilains. Lexique de la derision politique au

Togo. In Bayart, J-E et al. (Eds.). Le politique par le bas en Afrique Noire. Paris:

Karthala, 109-30.

. (1992b) L'énonciation du pouvoir et de la richesse chez les jeunes ¢

conjoncturés) de Lomé, In Bayart, J-E et al. (Eds.). Le politique par le bas en

Afrique Noire. Paris: Karthala, 131-45.

. (1993). Le culte Eyadéma au Togo, In Bayart, J-E (Ed.). Religion et

modernité politique en Afrique noire. Paris: Karthala, 277-97.

. (1996). Les mots sont fatigués ou la désillusion démocratique au Togo?
Politique Africaine, 64, 62-72.

Touval, S. (1972). The boundary politics of independent Africa. Cambridge:
Harvard University Press.

UNCDE (2012). LOBI/UEMOA, Initiatives transfrontalieres de développement
local pour I'Afrique de I'Ouest.

US Department of State. (2021). Summit for democracy. https:/ /www.state.gov/
summit-for-democracy/ (accessed December 10, 2021)

Van de Walle, N. (2003). Presidentialism and clientelism in Africa’s emerging
party systems. Journal of Modern African Studies, 41(2), 297-321.

Venkatachalam, M., & King, K. (2021). India-Africa Now: Changing Imaginaries
and Knowledge Paradigms. In King, K., & Venkatachalam, M. (Eds.). (2021).
India’s Development Diplomacy and Soft Power in Africa. Woodbridge-New
York: James Currey, 1-23.

Verschave, F-X. (2000). La Francafrique: le plus long scandale de la République.
Paris: Stock.

Weber, M. (1971). Economie et société. Paris: Plon.

West African Borders and Integration. (2004). Cross-Border Diaries, No.00.

. (2005). (Workshop Report) Deuxiéme atelier du réseau frontieres et

intégrations en Afrique de l'ouest. Abuja, October 27-29, 2004.

. (2006). Cross-Border Diaries, No.04.

. (2007a). Cross-Border Diaries, No.06.

. (2007b). Cross-Border Diaries, No.07.

White House (June 26, 2022). FACT SHEET: President Biden and G7 Leaders
Formally Launch the Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Investment.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/06/26/
fact-sheet-president-biden-and-g7-leaders-formally-launch-the-partnership-
for-global-infrastructure-and-investment/ (accessed June 27, 2022)

World Bank. Data: GDP (current USD, 1990). https://data.worldbank.org/
indicator/Ny.Gdp.Mktp.Cd?end=1990&most_recent_value_desc=true&start
=1960 (accessed July 8, 2022)

World Bank. Data: GDP (current USD, 2021). https://data.worldbank.org/
indicator/Ny.Gdp.Mktp.Cd?end=2021&most_recent_value_desc=true&start
=1960 (accessed July 8, 2022)




References 153

Wu, Y-S. (2020). The Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) — a Co-
constituted Relationship. In Iwata, T. (Ed.). (2020). New Asian Approaches to
Africa— Rivalries and Collaborations. Wilmington: Vernon Press, 3-30.

Yatta, P-E (2011). Analyse du couloir économique Sikasso-Orodara. Fédération
Canadienne des Municipalités.

Zoure, A. (November 18, 2014). Burkina: Les Conseils municipaux et régionaux
sont dissous. Burkina 24. http://www.burkina24.com/2014/11/18/burkina-
les-conseils-municipaux-et-regionaux-sont-dissous (accessed November 19,
2014)

[Archives]

Archives nationales d’outre-mer [National Archives of Overseas]. Aix-en-Provence,
France

Centre national des archives du Burkina Faso [National Center of Archives of
Burkina Faso]. Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso

Archives nationales du Sénégal [National Archives of Senegal]. Dakar, Senegal






Index

A

Abomey (Benin), 48, 51, 52, 57-59

African Continental Free Trade
Area (AfCFTA), 83, 141

African Union (AU), xx, 27, 63, 88,
112

Africités (Africities), 51

Afrique occidentale frangaise
(AOF, French West Africa
colony), 65, 67-73, 76, 91

Agéncia Brasileira de Cooperagado
(ABC, Brazilian Cooperation
Agency), 119

Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb
(AQIM), 86, 95, 103

Asia Africa Growth Corridor
(AAGC), 118,119

Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank (AIIB), 110, 121

Asian-African Conference
(Bandung Conference), xvii, 109

Association des municipalités du
Burkina Faso (AMBF,
Association of Municipalities of
Burkina Faso), 94, 99

Association des municipalités du
Mali (AMM, Association of
Municipalities of Mali), 96, 99

Association Internationale des
Maires Francophones (AIMF,
International Association of
Francophone Mayors), 99

Association nationale des
communes du Bénin (ANCB,
National Association of
Communes of Benin), 48, 53, 57

Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), 111,112

authenticité (authenticity policy),
128

B

Banégas, Richard, 7, 8, 12, 61

Baré Mainassara, Ibrahim, 28

Barrow, Adama, 28

Baudelaire, Charles, 125, 126

Bayart, Jean-Francois, 6-8, 16, 46,
124

Bazoum, Mohammed, 28

Bedié, Henri Conan, 27

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 110,
115,118,121

Benin, xix, 17, 18, 22, 25, 29, 38, 40,
42,44, 45, 47-49, 51-61, 68, 87,
95, 100-102, 140

Bergson, Henri, 125

Berlin Conference (1884-85), 66

#BidoungChallenge, 125, 131, 132

Bidoung Kpwatt, Pierre, 131, 132

Biya, Paul, 131, 132

(La) Boétie, Etienne, 4

Boko Haram, 86, 103

Brazil, xvii, 14, 107,110, 114, 116—
120

Burkina Faso (Upper Volta), xix,
Xx, 22, 25,3142, 44, 50, 53, 55,
56, 59-61, 63-84, 84-91, 93-97,
99-105, 129-131, 140-142

buying the spirit (achat de
conscience), 12, 49



156

C

Cameroon, 8, 25, 38, 86, 131, 132

Casablanca group, 66, 89

cercle (French colonial
administrative unit), 67-70, 72—
78, 81, 82

Cerrado, 199

Chabal, Patrick 1, 8-10, 13

Chad, 22, 25, 86, 125

Cheeseman, Nic, 26, 32

China, xvi, xxi, 11, 14, 18, 22, 33,
51,52,107,109-116, 118, 141,
142

China International Development
Cooperation Agency (CIDCA),
111

civil society, 2, 6, 8, 10-13, 20, 23,
28,31, 32, 36, 37, 40, 43, 45, 99,
119, 137

Cold War, xv, xvii, xviii, 1, 2, 10, 11,
14, 18, 21-24, 29, 33, 3640,
107-109, 120, 141

Comité nationale de la
coopération décentralisée
(CNCD, National Committee of
the Local Government
Cooperation), 97

Commune (basic local
government), 44-46, 48, 51-61,
93, 94, 104, 140

Compaoré, Blaise, xx, 45, 46, 53,
56, 59, 60, 64, 85-87, 91, 104,
129, 130

Confederation of Indian Industry
(CID, 119

Conférence nationale (National
Conference), 17, 25, 26, 28, 32,
44,128

Congres pour la démocratie et le
progres (CDP, Congress for

Index

Democracy and Progress), 46,
59, 104

coopération décentralisée
(decentralized cooperation), 46,
59, 60, 86, 104

Cote d’Ivoire, xx, 22, 27, 30, 31, 45,
67, 70-73, 83, 85, 87, 88, 91, 96,
100, 101, 103, 129, 133, 134, 141

Cotonou (Benin), 17, 47, 48, 51,
52, 58,59, 95, 100

coup d’état, 12, 18, 27, 30, 31, 44,
79, 83,91, 95,102, 104, 129

cross-border (local) cooperation,
xvi, xviii, 84, 85, 88, 93, 96, 98—
105, 139, 141

Cuba, 107, 109, 120

D

Dahl, Robert, 5, 20

Dahomey, 17, 51, 58, 67-69, 102

Daloz, Jean-Pascal, 12, 28

decentralization, xvi, xviii, xix, 13,
41-59, 61, 62, 87, 92, 93, 97-99,
103, 139, 140

democratization, xv, xvi, xviii, Xix,
1, 9-14, 17-25, 27-35, 38-40, 43,
44, 46, 53, 56, 59-62, 87, 92, 123,
127-130, 137, 139, 140

Deng, Xiaoping, 115

Development Partnership
Administration (DPA), 111

devolution, xix, 13, 41-43, 45-49,
52,55, 57,92, 93, 99, 103, 140

E

Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS), 27,
28, 63,90, 102

Export-Import Bank, 111, 117

extraversion, 47



Index

Eyadéma, Gnassingbé, 79, 128

F

Facebook, 132, 134, 135

Forces cauris pour un Bénin
émergent (FCBE, Cowrie Forces
for an Emerging Benin), 56-58

Forum of China-Africa
Cooperation (FOCAC), 107,
114,115

Foucault, Michel, 4

Free and Open Indo-Pacific
(FOIP), 118

French Sudan (current Mali), 64,
67-72,74-76, 83, 89

G

Gandhi, Mohandas Karamchand
(Mahatma), 115

Gaya (Niger), 102

Gbagbo, Laurent, 27, 28

Ghana, 22, 29-32, 34, 38, 40, 64,
87, 89,100, 101

Glele-Ahanhanzo, Blaise, 51-53,
57,58

Global Development Initiative
(GDI), 110

Global North, 120, 121

Global South, xvii, xviii, xxi, 14,
108-111, 114, 116, 117, 120, 121,
142

Gnassingbé, Faure, 128

Gohou, Michel, 134

Gondwana City Productions, 133—
135

Gross Domestic Product (GDP),
40,110,112

Guéi, Robert, 27

Gyimah-Boadi, Emmanuel, 31, 33

G4,118

157

G7,107,110, 121
G20, 110,112

H

historicity (historicité), 3, 6, 7, 9,
10,12, 13, 15,44

Houphouét-Boigny, Félix, 27, 72,
73

I

#InaugulationChallenge, 132

India, xvi, xxi, 11, 14, 33, 107, 109—
120, 141

India—Africa Forum Summit
(IAFS), 114, 115, 117

Indian Technical and Economic
Cooperation (ITEC), 109, 117

Indomie, 111, 112

Indonesia-Africa Forum (IAF),
111,112

International Court of Justice
(Icp, 63, 73-78, 80-82, 90

Issoufou, Mahamadou, 28

J

Jammeh, Yahya, 27, 28

Japan, 52, 111-115, 118-120, 141

Japan External Trade
Organization (JETRO), 119

Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), 52, 119

K

Kenyatta, Uhuru, 132

Kérékou, Mathieu, 32, 44

Konaré, Alpha Oumar, 99

Korea-Africa Forum (KOAF), 114,
115



158

Kragelund, Peter, 108-111, 115,
119

L

Lamizana, Sangoulé, 78, 79

laughter, xvii, xviii, xxi, 123-131,
134,136, 137

Levitsky, Steven, 30, 37, 38

Lindberg, Staffan, 17, 20, 29, 32-35

Lines of Credit (LoCs), 117

Lukes, Steven, 3-5

Lula da Silva, Luiz Inécio, 110, 117

M

Malanville (Benin), 102

Mali, xx, 22, 38, 63-65, 67, 73-84,
85-87, 89-91, 94-96, 99-104,
141

Mamane (Mustapha, Mohamed),
133,134

Mamdani, Mahmood, 6-9, 13, 15

manducation, 8

Mitterrand, Francois, 34

Monrovia group, 66, 89

Moro Naba, 71-73

Morreall, John, 125, 126

Mossi, 68, 71-73, 102, 130

Mouvement pour le peuple et
progres (MPP, Movement for
People and Progress), 60

Mozambique, 10, 38, 114, 119

multipolar order (world), xvi, 107,
108,113,114, 116, 120, 121

N

Nacala Corridor, 119

Nehru, Jawaharlal, 109

neopatrimonialism, 7

New International Economic
Order (NIEO), 108

Index

Niger, 22, 25, 28, 67-70, 72-78, 81,
85-87, 90, 91, 94, 100-102, 133

Nigeria, 21, 22, 25, 86, 87, 101-103

Nkrumah, Kwame, 30, 109

Non-Aligned Movement (NAM),
108, 109, 115, 117

Nugent, Paul, 66, 90

0

Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development —
Development Assistance
Committee (OECD-DAC), 109,
111,113-118

Organisation of African Unity
(OAU), 63, 64, 66, 77, 79, 88-90

Ouattara, Alassane, 27

Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso), 45,
60, 70, 71, 81, 86, 93-95, 97, 99,
104, 129, 131

Ouédraogo, Gérard, 129-130

Ottaway, Marina, 34, 36

P

(le) Parlement du Rire (Parliament
of Laughter), 134

personal rule, 7, 28

political satire, xxi, 123-133, 136,
137

politics of the belly (la politique
du ventre), 7, 12, 46, 48, 49

(le) politique par le bas (PPB,
Political thing from below), 124,
126-128, 131, 136, 137

ProSavana, 119

Purushothaman, Chithra, 109-
111,117,119, 121

Putin, Vladimir, 136



Index

R

radio trottoir (rumor), 133
République tres tres démocratique
du Gondwana (The Very Very

Democratic Republic of
Gondwana), 125, 133, 135, 136
Rhizome, 8
Russia, 18, 107, 110, 116, 136

S

Sankara, Thomas, 45, 64, 80, 89,
91, 129

semi-authoritarianism, 36

Sierra Leone, 14, 22, 87

SKBo (Sikasso, Korhogo, and Bobo
Dioulasso) region, 95, 96, 100,
101, 141

social media, 130-133, 136, 137

Soglo, Léhady, 59

Soglo, Nicéphore, 59

Soro, Guillaume, 101

South Africa, 6, 14, 29

South Korea, 107, 110-116, 118,
141

South-South Cooperation (SSC),
108-114, 116-121

South-South Triangular
Cooperation (SSTrC), 117, 118,
120

South Sudan, 1, 64, 89

Soviet Union, 10, 21, 22, 39, 80,
120

T

Talon, Patrice, 56-59

Tandja, Mamadou, 28

Tanzania-Zambia Railway
(TAZARA), 109

Tchiani, Abdourahamane, 28

159

Togo, 31, 64, 78, 87, 89, 100, 101,
128, 137

Toulabor, Comi, 128

Tokyo International Conference
on African Development
(TICAD), 114, 115, 119

Touré, Amani Toumani, 96

Twitter (X), 132

U

#UhuruChallenge, 125, 132

Union Voltaique (Voltaic Union),
71

United Nations Security Council
(UNSCQ), 117,118

Upper Volta (current Burkina
Faso), xix, xx, 63-79, 82, 83, 89—
91, 141

w

Way, Lucan, 30, 37, 38

Yayi, Boni, 53, 56-58

Year of Africa (1960), 21

Washington Consensus, 21, 33

Weber, Max, 3, 5

West African Borders and
Integration (WABI), 85, 98, 99,
101-103



