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Freedom as a concept shifts with different forms of 
expression. As the authors of this volume convey in their 
focus on ‘freedom of expression’, the idea of ‘freedom’ in 
the twenty-first century does not stand apart as a purely 
physical location marked by national borders. In the 
Internet Age information is increasingly co-determinate 
of physical freedom. The information-dense space of 
the protests of 2021, and beyond, provide soil for the 
intellectuals writing in this volume to reflect on women’s 
agency in struggles for human rights.
Where historical discourse on “The Woman Question” once 
conflicted with “feminism” as a perceived importation from 
the West, this conflict also produced productive tensions 
that have provided ongoing sites for research. When closely 
studied, these contexts can deepen global concepts of 
democracy and justice, providing not only pathways for acts 
of solidarity and mutual assistance, but intellectual depth 
and breadth for the future ‘ways of knowing’, and thus ways 
of creating, more equitable post-conflict power systems and 
citizenship amid times of revolution and war. Coming from 

multiple generations, 
gender identities, 
nationalities, and 
language; the authors 
in this volume 
represent the most 
forward-thinking 
voices and figures 
working on gender in 
the region today.  
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