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Summary

‘Madwomen in Social Justice Movements,
Literatures, and Art’ boldly reasserts the
importance of the Madwoman more than four
decades after the publication of Sandra Gilbert
and Susan Gubar’s seminal work in feminist
literary criticism, ‘The Madwoman in the Attic’.
Since Gilbert and Gubar’s work was published, the
Madwoman has reemerged to do important work,
rock the academic boat, and ignite social justice
agency inside and outside of academic spaces,
moving beyond the literary context that defined
the Madwoman in the late 20th century.

In this dynamic collection of essays, scholars,
creative writers, and Mad activists come together
to (re)define the Madwoman in pluralistic and
expansive ways and to realize new potential in Mad
agency. This collection blazes new directions of
thinking through Madness as a gendered category,
comprised of a combination of creative works that
(re)imagine the figure of the Madwoman, speeches
in which Mad-identifying artists and writers reclaim
the label of “Madwoman,” and scholarly essays that
articulate ambitious theories of the Madwoman.
The collection is an interdisciplinary scholarly
resource that will appeal to multiple academic
fields, including literary studies, disability studies,
feminist studies, and Mad studies. Additionally, the
work contributes to the countermovement against
colonial, sanist, patriarchal, and institutional social
practices that continue to silence women and
confine them to the metaphorical attic. Appealing
to a broad audience of readers, ‘Madwomen in
Social Justice Movements, Literatures, and Art’

is a cutting-edge inquiry into the implications of
Madness as a theoretical tool in which dissenting,
deviant, and abnormal women and gender non-
conforming writers, artists, and activists open the
door to Mad futurities.
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