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Summary

In the context of climate change, world population
growth and crashing ecological systems, wildfire is
often a catastrophic and traumatic event. Its impact
can include loss of life, life-changing injuries, long-
term psychological stress; increases in domestic
violence; destruction of properties, business and
livestock; long-term housing insecurity; increased
insurance premiums, fire-fighting, legal and health
costs; as well as significant changes and species losses
in the natural environment.

In Australia, an average of 4,500 wildfires occur
weekly. Yet how to prevent these wildfires, 85% of
which are caused by human activities, has received
extraordinarily little attention. The current approach
to the prevention of arson can be summarised as small
in scale, uncoordinated and rarely evaluated. ‘Feeling
the heat: International perspectives on the prevention
of wildfire ignition’ is the culmination of over a
decade of research into wildfires and arson; taking

an interdisciplinary approach to comprehensively
understand the topic.

This book reviews current international knowledge
and presents new findings on political, spatial,
psychological, socio-ecological and socio-economic
risk factors. It argues that if we are to reverse the
increasing occurrence and severity of wildfires,

all prevention approaches must be utilised,
broadening from heavy reliance on environmental
modification. Such prevention measures range from
the critical importance of reducing greenhouse

gases to addressing the psychological and socio-
economic drivers of arson. In particular, it calls for

a coordinated and collaborative approach across
sectors, including place-based, state and country
coordination, as well as an international body. It will
hold appeal for researchers and students from a range
of disciplines and interests, government planners and
policymakers, emergency services, counsellors and
NGOs, and those in agriculture and forestry.
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