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The events of people's lives have, after all, only to the least degree originated in
them, having generally depended on all sorts of circumstances such as the
moods, the life or death of quite different people, and have, as it were, only at
the given point of time come hurrying towards them. For in youth life still lies
before them as an inexhaustible morning, spread out all around them full of
everything and nothing; and yet when noon comes there is all at once
something there that may justly claim to be their life now, which is, all in all,
just as surprising as if one lay suddenly there were a man sitting there before
one, with whom one had been corresponding for twenty years without knowing
him, and all the time imagining him quite different. But what is still much
queerer is that most people do not notice his at all; they adopt the man who has
come to stay with them, whose life has merged with their own lives and whose
experiences now seem to them the expression of their own qualities, his destiny
their own merit or misfortune. Something has had its way with them like a fly-
paper with a fly; it has caught them fast, here catching a little hair, there
hampering their movements, and has gradually enveloped them, until they lie
buried under a thick coating that has only the remotest resemblance to their
original shape....

Robert Musil, The Man Without Qualities
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Preface:

Takeaways from Searching For a Self

After reading this book you will have learned something about:

1.

10.

The basic concepts of semiotic theory of Ferdinand de Saussure and
Chatrles S. Peirce, and how the study of signs can help us understand
identity better. Among the topics discussed are biosemiotics, hairstyles,
eyeglass styles, facial expressions, and body language.

Important concepts from sociological theorists such as Emile Durkheim
and Pierre Bourdieu and how they can be applied to the study of
identity. This chapter will deal, among other things, with informal high
school groups, national character, and individualism.

Some ideas of Freud and other psychoanalysts such as Erik Erikson,
which help us understand the psyche and identity. The discussion will
also deal with identification authenticity and borderline personalities.

Theorists such as Karl Marx, Vladimir Lenin, Fritz Pappenheim, and
Erich Fromm about alienation and other topics that can be applied to
the study of identity.

The existence of a remarkable book by Nigel Dennis, Cards of Identity,
that is about a club that can change people’s identities to suit the club’s
purposes by discovering their most “useful” identities.

The important and destructive role that Vodka plays in Russian culture
and other aspects of Russian identity involving a theory about how
some Russian babies were raised and its cultural impact.

The “Impostor Syndrome,” discussed in my academic mystery Mistake
in Identity, and how it can be applied to Donald Trump to explain his
psyche and behavior.

“The Broadway Riders,” who wear the clothes of motorcycle riders but
don’t have motorcycles, as a case study of the role of fashion in identity.

Contemporary theories about gender, with a focus on the ideas of
Judith Butler about gender as a “performance” and how these ideas
can be applied to “non-binary” Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transsexual,
Queer, Intersexual, and Asexual people.

The way the clothes of Orthodox Jewish people help establish their
religious identities and set them off from non-Orthodox Jews and non-
Jews.



11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

Preface

The ideas of the Marxist semiotician Roland Barthes, as found in his
book Mythologies, about various mystifying aspects of contemporary
French culture.

The role that tattoos play in shaping people’s identities.

The “cult” cars made by Porsche and the role of these cars in the lives
of people who own this brand of automobile and enjoy the benefits of
“German engineering.”

How elite universities perform branding for their students and the role
this branding plays in their lives.

The role membership in the Republican Party plays in shaping
people’s political identities, plus a fanciful theory about how the toilet
training of children is related to their membership in the Republican
Party. The enigma of the 2020 election and the role that working-class
authoritarianism plays in the Republican Party are also considered.

How taking cruises is connected to the myth of Odysseus and how
cruising creates an identity for people that they find positive. The
discussion also deals with different typologies for travelers and the
notion that tourists are now “models” for modern mankind.



PartI:
Theories of Identity






Chapter 1

Introduction

Gentlemen, this is an historic moment for the Identity Club....Our
beloved theory, the only true one in the world, is the only one we want
to hear about. Identity is the answer to everything. There is nothing that
cannot be seen in terms of identity. We are not going to pretend that
there is the slightest argument about that. We of this club excel all other
clubs in that we give our patients the identities they can use best. We can
make all sorts of identities, from Freudian to Teddy Boy to Marxist and
Christian. We are the idea behind the idea, the theory at the root of
theory. And what we like about ourselves is the frank work we go about
our work. Other clubs stubbornly deny that they try to supply their
patients with new identities. They insist that they merely reveal an
identity that has been pushed out of sight. Thank God, gentlemen we
shall never be like them! We are proud to know that we are in the very
van of modern development that we can transform any unknown
quantity into a fixed self, and that we never fall back on the hypocrisy or
pretending we are mere uncoverers.

Nigel Dennis, Cards of Identity

How do people turn out the way they do? How they “arrive” at themselves and
attain an identity. There are countless matters to consider when dealing with
identity, which, as Nigel Denis reminds us, “is the answer to everything.” How
are our identities affected by our birth order, by our hair color, by how tall or
short we are, by our intelligence, by our occupation, by our race, by our religion,
by our nationality, by the socio-economic level of our parents (or our being
raised in a single-parent family), by where we are born and where we grow up,
by the language we learn, by the way we use language, by our fashion tastes, by
our gender, by our education, by our psychological makeup, by chance
experiences we have, by the people we marry (if we marry) and by countless
other factors.

Robert Musil on The Man Without Qualities

In Robert Musil’s great novel, The Man Without Qualities, he offers some
insights into what happens to people as they progress through what we call now
the life cycle. He begins with a chilling simile: that at some moment in our lives
we suddenly become strangers to ourselves and it is as if we were flies that had



PAGES MISSING
FROM THIS FREE SAMPLE



References

Allen, Woody. 1978. Getting Even. New York, NY: Vintage Books.

Bakhtin, Mikhail. 1984. Rabelais and His World. Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana
University Press.

Barthes, Roland. 1972. Mythologies. New York, NY: Hill & Wang.

Berger, Arthur Asa. 2005. Mistake in Identity. Lanham, MD: Altamira Press/Rowman
& Littlefield.

Berger, Arthur Asa. 2019. Three Tropes on Trump. New York, NY: Peter Lang.

Berger, Arthur Asa. 2020. Media and Communication Research Methods: An
Introduction to Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. Thousand Oaks,
CA: Sage Publications.

Berger, John. 1972. Ways of Seeing. London: Penguin Books.

Bottomore, T.B. and M. Rubel, (Eds.) 1964. Karl Marx, Selected Writings in Sociology
and Social Philosophy. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.

Bourdieu, Pierre. 1993. Sociology in Question. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Brenner, Charles. 1974. An Elementary Textbook of Psychoanalysis. Garden City,
NY: Doubleday.

Brunskill, David. “Social Media, Social Avatar and the Psyche: Is Facebook Good
For Us?” Australian Psychiatry 21 (6), 524-532.

Butler, Judith. 1999. Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity.
New York, NY: Routledge.

Chandler, Daniel. 2002. Semiotics: The Basics. London: Routledge.

Cohen, Erik. “Toward a Sociology of International Tourism,” in Kotler, et al.
Marketing for Hospitality and Tourism. 2" Ed. 1999. Upper Saddle River, NY:
Prentice-Hall.

Coleman, Lee. “What is America? A Study of Alleged American Traits.” Social
Forces. Vol. XIX, No.4, 1941.

Consumer Reports. “Most Popular Brands of Cars.” Feb. 16, 2021.

Danesi, Marcel. 2017. Concise Dictionary of Popular Culture. Lanham, MD:
Rowman & Littlefield.

Dennis, Nigel. 1955. Cards of Identity. New York, NY: Vanguard Press.

de Saussure, Ferdinand. 1915/1966. Course in General Linguistics. New York,
NY: McGraw-Hill.

de Tocqueville, Alexis. 1835/1956. Democracy in America. New York, NY: Mentor
Books.

Douglas, Mary. “In Defence of Shopping,” in Falk, Pasi and Colin Campbell,
(Eds). 1997. The Shopping Experience. London: Sage Publications.

Eco, Umberto. 1976. A Theory of Semiotics. Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana
University Press.

Ekman, Paul (with Terrence J. Sejnowski). 1992. Facial expression Understanding:
Report to the National Science Foundation. Arlington, VA: National Science
Foundation.



160 References

Eliade, Mircea 1961. The Sacred and the Profane. New York, NY: Harper & Row.
Erikson, Erik. 1964. Insight and Responsibility. New York, NY: WW. Norton.

Fandos, Nicholas. “Democrats Trace Trump Mob’s Path in Chilling Detail.” Feb.
11, 2021. The New York Times.

Frankel, Todd. “A Majority of the People Arrested for Capitol Insurrection had a
History of Financial Trouble.” The Washington Post. Feb. 10, 2021.

Gorer, Geoffrey and John Rickman. 1961. The People of Great Russia: A Psychological
Study. New York: W.W. Norton.

Gottdiener, Mark. 1997. The Theming of America: Dreams, Visions and Commercial
Spaces. Boulder, Colorado: Westview.

Hinsie, Leland R. and Robert Jean Campbell. 1970. Psychiatric Dictionary. 4th
Ed. New York, NY: Oxford University Press.

Homer. 1946. The Odyssey. New York, NY: Penguin Books.
http://www.genderagenda.net/ LGBTIQdefinition.htm
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?zdoc=Perseus:abo:tlg,0086,035:1:1253a

http://www.world-tourism.org/statistics/tsa_project/TSA20depth/chapters/ch3-
1L.htm

https://counsellingresource.com/features/2016/12/05/borderline-personalities/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haredi_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ QAnon

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Tattoo
https://richardcoyne.com/2018/03/10/pansemiotics/
https://www.allaboutvision.com/frames/men.htm

https://www.autobytel.com/car-buying-guides/features/10-most-reliable-
german-cars-132423/

https://www.forbes.com/sites/joemicallef/2020/01/20/state-of-the-cruise-
industry-smooth-sailing-into-the-2020s

https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/staterev/ch02.htm

https://www.pca.org/news/2016-01-05/what-it-about-german-engineering

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/216530484_A_Life_Told_in_Ink_Tatto
o_Narratives_and_the_Problem_of the_Self in_Late_Modern_Society

https://www.sol.lu.se/doc/1294600084.conference.721.pdf.0.Maran_semiotic
_self.pdf/Maran_semiotic_self.pdf

https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2020-11-18/half-of-
republicans-believe-president-tru

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ QAnonmp-won-election-poll-finds

https://www.academia.edu/323835/The_Cultural_Implications_of_Biose
miotics

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/02/12/daily-202-trump-
said-system-is-rigged-democrats-say-his-acquittal-will-prove-it/

Humphrey, Michael. 2021. “Trump’s Tweets,” in The Conversation, Feb. 3, 2021.

Kang, Milliam and Katherine Jones. “Why Do People Get Tattoos?” https://
journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1525/ctx.2007.6.1.42

Kaplan, Mordecai. M. 2010. Judaism as a Civilization: Toward a Reconstruction
of American-Jewish Life. Philadelphia, PA: The Jewish Publication Society.



References 161

Klapp, Orrin E. 1969. The Collective Search for Identity. New York, NY: Holt,
Rinehart, and Winston.

Knox, Olivier. Feb. 12, 2021. “The Daily 202: Trump said the system is ‘rigged.”
Democrats say his acquittal will prove it.” The Washington Post.

Lenin, Vladimir. State and Revolution: The Experience of 1858-51. https:/ /www.
marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/staterev/ch02.htm.

Ludlow, Lynn. San Francisco Chronicle. (Date not known.)

MacCannell, Dean. 1976. The Tourist: A New Theory of the Leisure Class. New
York, NY: Schocken Books.

Matsumoto, David, et al., (Eds.) 2013. Nonverbal Communication: Science and
Application. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Musil, Robert. 1965. The Man Without Qualities. New York, NY: Capricorn.

Norrick, Neil. R. “Intertextuality in Humor.” Humor, Vol. 2 (2). Jan 1, 1989.

Oksanen, Atte and Jussi Turtainen. “A Life Told in Ink: Tattoo Narratives and the
Problem of Self in Late Modern Society.” Contexts. Winter, 2004.

Pappenheim, Fritz. 1967. The Alienation of Modern Man. New York, NY: Monthly
Review Press.

Peirce, C.S. 1977. “Epigraph” in T. Sebeok, (Ed.) A Perfusion of Signs. Bloomington,
Indiana: Indiana University Press.

Piddington, Ralph. 1963. The Psychology of Laughter. New York, NY: Gamut Press.

Pines, Maya. “How They Know What You Really Mean.” San Francisco Chronicle.
Oct. 13, 1982.

Rapaille, Clotaire. 2006. The Culture Code: An Ingenious Way to Understand Why
People Around the World Live and Buy as They Do. New York, NY: Broadway
Books.

Rossi, William A. 1976. The Sex Life of the Foot and Shoe. New York, NY: Saturday
Review Press.

Rubinstein, Ruth. 1995. Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in American Culture.
Boulder, CO: Westview.

Saussure, Ferdinand, de. 1915/1966. Course in General Linguistics. New York,
NY: McGraw-Hill.

Siegel, Alyssa. “Shoe Obsession: Women and Their Shoes.” Psychology Today.
March 7, 2013.

Smith, Hendrik. 1976. The Russians. New York, NY: Quadrangle.

Thompson, Michael, Richard Ellis, and Aaron Wildavsky. 1990. Cultural Theory.
Boulder, CO: Westview.

Ulrich, Lawrence. “All Your Inner Mario Andretti Could Desire.” The Wall Street
Journal. July 2, 2020. p. B6.

Weiss, Raysh. “Haredim (Charedim) or Ultra-Orthodox Jews.” https://www.my
jewishlearning.com/article/haredim-charedim/

White. Donald. “Office Life: Executives Can Lose by a Hair.” San Francisco Chronicle.
Dec. 20, 1980.

Williams, Raymond. 1977. Marxism and Literature. Oxford, UK: Oxford University
Press.

Zeitlin, I. 1967. Marxism: a Re-Examination. New York, NY: Van Nostrand.






About the Author

M=

Arthur Asa Berger is Professor Emeritus of Broadcast and Electronic
Communication Arts at San Francisco State University, where he taught
between 1965 and 2003. He graduated in 1954 from the University of
Massachusetts, where he majored in literature and philosophy.

He received an MA degree in journalism and creative writing from the
University of Iowa in 1956. He was drafted shortly after graduating from Iowa
and served in the U.S. Army in the Military District of Washington in
Washington DC, where he was a feature writer and speechwriter in the District’s
Public Information Office. He also wrote about high school sports for The
Washington Post on weekend evenings while in the army.

Berger spent a year touring Europe after he got out of the Army and then went
to the University of Minnesota, where he received a Ph.D. in American Studies
in 1965. He wrote his dissertation on the comic strip, Li’l Abner. In 1963-64, he
had a Fulbright to Italy and taught at the University of Milan.

He spent a year as a visiting professor at the Annenberg School for
Communication at The University of Southern California in Los Angeles in 1984
and two months in the fall of 2007 as a visiting professor at the School of Hotel
and Tourism in Hong Kong Polytechnic University. He spent a month lecturing
at Jinan University in Guangzhou and ten days lecturing at Tsinghua University
in Beijing in spring, 2009. He spent a month in 2012 as a Fulbright Senior
Specialist in Argentina, lecturing on semiotics and cultural criticism, a month
in Minsk in 2014 lecturing on semiotics and popular culture, and two weeks
lecturing on semiotics and media in Iran in 2015. He is the author of more than
one hundred articles and more than eighty books on semiotics, media, popular
culture, humor, and tourism.

Berger is married, has two children and four grandchildren, and lives in Mill
Valley, California. He enjoys foreign travel and classical music. He can be
reached by e-mail at arthurasaberger@gmail.com.






Index of Names

A

Allen, Woody, 106
Andretti, Mario, 119
Arning, Chris, xviii, 22

B

Bakhtin, Mikhail, 103
Baldwin, James, 24
Barthes, Roland, xx, 12, 131
Berger, Arthur Asa, 1, 3, 55
Berger, John, 66

Biden, Joe, 128
Bottomore, T.B., 62
Bourdieu, Pierre, 44, 74
Brando, Marlon, 15
Brenner, Charles, 51
Britton, Matt, 29
Brunskill, David, 55
Butler, Judith, 27, 90
Byung-Chul, Han, 29

C

Campbell, Colin, 43
Campbell, Robert Jean, 20, 133
Chandler, Daniel, 7

Clinton, Hillary, 81, 130
Cobley, Paul, 9

Cohen, G.A., 66

Coleman, Lee, 38-39

Cooley, Charles Horton, 45
Crichton, Michael, 9

D

Danesi, Marcel, 113
Dennis, Nigel, xix, 55, 67, 74
Douglas, Mary, 42-43, 100
Durkheim, Emile, xix

E

Eco, Umberto, 16

Ekman, Paul, 15

Eliade, Mircea, 131

Ellis, Richard, 66

Ellison, Ralph, 24
Emerson, Ralph Waldo, 37
Engels, Friedrich, 61
Erikson, Erik, 51-52, 57
Essa, Irfan, 16

F

Falk, Pasi, 43

Fandos, Nicholas, 97

Frank, Mark G., 17

Frankel, Todd, 95

Franklin, Benjamin, 130

Freud, Sigmund, xix, 50-51, 56-57,
74

Fromm, Erich, 65

Fuchs, Christian, xviii, 68

G

G.A.Cohen, 66
Garfinkel, Harold, 46
Gerin, Annie, 104
Giddens, Anthony, 28



166 Index of Names

Goffman, Erving, 46 Marx, Karl, xix, 61-66, 68-71, 74

Gorer, Geoffrey, 34, 76-77 Matsumoto, David, 17

Gramsci, Antonio, 67 Mead, George Herbert, 45

Greimas, Algirdas, 25 Miller, Arthur, 63
Millman, Noah, 130

H Morrison, Toni, 24

Mortier, Thierry, 22, 23

Hall, Stuart, 26 Musil, Robert, xiv, 3

Hartmann, Heinz, 57

Hegel, Georg Willhelm Friedrich, 69 N

Hinsie, Leland E., 20, 133

Hirsch, Afua, 26 Norrick, Neil R., 103

Homer, 132, 136

Humphrey, Michael, 82 (0]

Hwang, Hyi Sung, 17
Oksanen, Atte, 115
] Orleans, Adam, 75

Jakobson, Roman, 24 P
Jones, Katherine, 115
Pappenheim, Fritz, xix, 62-64

K Peirce, Charles Sanders, xix, 5, 7,
23,74
Kafka, Franz, 63 Pelkey, Jamin, 23
Kang, Millian, 115 Pelosi, Nancy, 94
Kaplan, Mordecai M., 102 Pence, Mike, 82, 94
Klapp, Orrin E., 33, 86-87 Petrelli, Susan, 8
Knox, Olivier, 96 Phillips, Susan A., 115
Kohut, Heinz, 58 Piddington, Ralph, 107
Pines, Maya, 5
L
R
Lehn, Dirk vom, xviii, 45
Lenin, Vladimir, xix, 64-65, 74 Rapaille, Clotaire, 35, 36
Lichtenstein, Heinz, 57 Rickman, John, 76
Lotman, Yuri, 28 Rojek, Chris, 26
Rossi, William, 21

M Rubel, M., 62
Rubenstein, Ruth, 86
MacCannell, Dean, 135
Maran, Timo, 8
Marcos, Imelda, 20



Index of Names

S

Sacks, Harvey, 46

Samuel, S., 58

Saussure, Ferdinand de, 5, 6, 22, 74,
89

Savelle-Rocklin, Nina, xviii, 56, 81

Sebeok, Thomas, 9

Sejnowski, Terence J., 15

Sharma, Nitish, 28

Siegel, Alyssa, 20

Simon, George, 54

Smith, Hendrik, 75

T

Thompson, Michael, 66

Tocqueville, Alexis de, 39-40

Trump, Donald, 79-82, 93-97, 127-
128, 129

Turtainen, Jussi, 115

167

U

Ulrich, Lawrence, 119-120

w

Warner, Jamie, 106
Weiss, Baysh, 99

White, Donald, 13
Wildavsky, Aaron, 42, 66
Williams, Raymond, 68

Z

Zeitlin, Irving, 65






Index of Topics

A

Alienation of Modern Man, 63

“A majority of the people Arrested
for Capitol insurrection had a
history of financial trouble,” 95

“America Needs to Break Up Its
Biggest States”, 130

An Anatomy of Humor, 105

B

Biosemiotics, and self, 7-10

Biosemiotics, 9

Blind Men and Elephants:
Perspectives on Humor, 105

C

California Institute of Technology,
109

Cards of Identity, 67

Character of Americans, 39

Childhood and Society, 51

Claritas PRIZM, 41

Collective Search for Identity, 33, 86

Course in General Linguistics, 6

Cultural Theory, 42

Culture Code: An Ingenious Way to
Understand Why People Around
the World Live and Buy As They
Do, 35

Cultural Theory, 66

D

Death of a Salesman, 63

Democracy in America, 39-41

“Democrats trace Trump Mob's
Path in Chilling Detail”, 97

Dress Codes: Meaning and Messages
in American Culture, 86

F

Fashion
and identity, 85-87
Broadway Riders, 86-87
Fetishism, 20-21

G

Gender
Bible and, 89
Judith Butler on, 90
LGBRIQ+ and culture, 90-91
non-binary, 89-90
Gender Trouble: Feminism and the
Subversion of Identity, 27, 90
GOP (Grand Old Party)
and QAnon, 125
dislike of government, 124
enigma of 2020 election, 125
ErosGOPanalia satire, 123
Trump and, 128
why is anyone a Republican?,
123-124
working-class authoritarianism
and, 125
Grid-Group theory
four lifestyles, 42-43
Mary Douglas, 42-43
Hair
Barthes on hair in films, 12
importance of hair colors, 11



170

meaning of hairstyles, 13-14
styles of men's hair, 11-12
Hamlet, 53
Haredi
and Judaism as a civilization,
102
basic beliefs, 99-100
different kinds of, 101-102
four “lifestyles” and, 100
identified by dress, 99
limit contact with others, 100
Orthodox Jewish life and, 100
Harvard Univesity, 5
Harvard College, 109
Hip-Hop Desis: South Asian,
Americans, Blackness and a
Global Race Consciousness, 28
“How They Know What You Really
Mean”, 5

I

I Am Not Your Negro, 24
Identity
Akhtar and Samuel on, 58
and self, 56
authentic identity the goal, 59
ego formation and, 57
formation, 56
Freud’s use of the term, 56
self-psychology movement
and, 58
“In Defence of Shopping”, 43
Insight and Responsibility, 51
“Intertextuality in Humor”, 103
Ivy League
and branding, 110
first experience of failure, 109-
110

Index of Topics

J

Judaism as a Civilization: Toward a
Reconstruction of American
Jewish Life, 102

L

LAInk, 113

M

Man Without Qualities, xi
Marx-Engels Reader, 61
Marxism
and postmodernism, 68
cultural materialist position on,
68
dialectical concept of society
and humans, 69-70
dialectic of economic and non-
economic, 70-71
Gramsci on hegemony, 67
Marxism and Identity
alienation a basic problem, 68
alienated proles, 62-64
class conflict basic problem, 61
Erich Fromm on, 65
problem of violence, 64
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, 109
Media and Communication
Research Method 5th Edition, 55
Miami Ink, 113
Mistake in Identity, xix
Modernity and Self Identity, 28
Mythologies, xx, 12, 131

N

National character
imprinting of children, 35-36



Index of Topics

American and European
compared (chart), 37
demographics, 41-42
explained, 34-35
individualism and democracy,
40-41
traits in America, 38-39
four lifestyles and, 42-43
impact on our lives, 35
New York Times, 130
Nonverbal communication
the meaning of gestures, 17
physical characteristics and,
17-18
Nonverbal Communication:
Science and Application, 17
NY Ink, 113

P

Parody
45 Techniques of Humor, 104-
105
intertextuality and, 103
kinds of, 104
of style, 106
of a genre, 106-107
why theories of humor, 107-108
People of Great Russia: A
Psychological Study, 34, 76
“Playing in the Dark: Whiteness
and the Literary Imagination”,
24
Politics
attack on Capitol, 128
identity politics, 129-130
man is a political animal, 127
politics of identity, 127-129
Porsche automobiles
as a cult car, 119
German engineering a myth?,
120

171

German engineering and, 118-
119
stereotypes and Germany, 118
Psychology and Identity
authenticity and identity, 53
Avatars and psyche, 55
Erik Erikson on identity, 51-52
Fractured (Borderline)
Personality, 54
Freud and the psyche, 50
Id/Ego/Superego interaction,
50
identification, 50-51
“Net Effect” from Facebook, 55-
56
Psychiatric Dictionary, 20
“Psychoanalysis and Identity”, 56
Psychology of Humor, 107
Psychology Tomorrow, 20

R

Rabelais and His World, 103
Radcliffe College, 109
Rolling Stones, 113
Russian psyche
don’t like minimum
gratifications, 76
Gorer on swaddling, 76-77
vodka and, 75-76
Russians, 75

S

Sacred and the Profane, 131
San Francisco Chronicle, 5, 13
Selected Writings in sociology and
social philosophy, 61, 62
Semiotics
and lies, 16
brands of clothes and, 18



172

eyeglasses and sunglasses, 14-
15
facial expressions, 15-16
importance of codes, 7
women’s shoes, 19-20
Semiotics: The Basics, 7
Sex Life of the Foot and Shoe, 21
“Shoe Obsessions: Women and
Their Shoes”, 20
Shopping Experience, 43
Sign System Studies, 8
“Social Media, Social Avatars and
the Psyche: Is Facebook Good
for Us?”, 55
Sociological Aspects of Identity
informal high school groups,
33-34
national character and, 36-39
“Sociology and Identity”
communication and the self, 45
conversation analysis and self,
46-47
symbolic interactionism and
self, 46
Sociology in Question, 44
State and Revolution, 64
Suspension of the Other, 29

T

Taste

Bourdieu on, 44-45

Grid-Group theory and, 42-43
Tattoos

and psyche, 114-115

defined, 114

history of, 113

why people get tattoos, 115-116
“The Cultural Implications of

Biosemiotics”, 9

Index of Topics

Theming of America: Dreams,
Visions, and Commercial Spaces,
5
Theory of Semiotics, 16
“The Wild One,”
and sunglasses, 15
Marlon Brando and, 15
Travel
myth model and 132-134
myth and travel, 131
Odysseus as Ur seafarer, 136
Seafarers and the self, 135-136
Tourist as modern man and
woman, 135
What is a tourist? 134
Trump, Donald
and the “Big Lie”, 94
as an impostor, 80
as an ironist, 79
insurrection on January 6,
2021, 93
malignant narcissist, 81
narratives in tweets, 82
psychoanalytic interpretations
of, 81
Senate impeachment trial and,
95
“Trump said the system is rigged.’
Democrats say his acquittal will
prove it.”, 96

U

U.S. News Report, 125
University of Southern California, 4

w

Washington Post, 95
“Why You Like What You Like”, 10






