CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES ON SOCIAL SCIENCE

About the author

Anthony Walsh entered
academia upon earning a
degree in criminology after

25 years in the “real world”

as a Marine, police officer,
and probation officer. His
area of expertise is biosocial
criminology, and he was
honored with the 2014 David
Rowe Lifetime Achievement
Award for his contributions to
this area. He is also interested
in legal philosophy and
statistics. He has written 36
other books and approximately
150 articles, many on topics
included in this book.

Summary

This book is an expedition into a number of controversial

issues in the social sciences with the intention of challenging

the conventional wisdom on those issues. While most social
science research is interesting and important, a fair amount of
social science research is thinly disguised advocacy research

in which conclusions too often precede inquiries. The primary
topics are those that the journal Nature described as “Taboo”.

In order of the degree of censure, the topics are: race, sex
differences, intelligence, and violence. The only way to examine
these topics with the social science seal of approval attached

is through a strictly environmental lens. To bring biological
factors to bear on them is politically incorrect and can bring

the wrath of the academy down on one’s head. Although many
researchers successfully bring biology into their research on
these issues, they are said to risk career and reputation for doing
so. Speech codes stifling free intellectual exchange pervade the
ivory tower, and an overwhelmingly liberal faculty hell-bent on
eliminating any vestiges of opposition to their ideology. This is
unconscionable in an institution that is supposed to value free
exchange of all ideas and opinions.

The current state of academic social science is examined before
entering the substantive realm to try to explore how the topics I
explore have become protected from any claims of “naturalness.”
Because the left rejects the idea of human nature, it insists

that these things are products of social learning and/or social
construction and are entirely fluid. To maintain this position in
light of the huge and exponential successes of the natural sciences,
the left embraces such frames of reasoning as postmodernism,
radical relativism, multiculturalism, and political correctness, all of
which are examined in this book. Also discussed are human nature,
whiteness studies, political temperaments, various criminal justice
issues, and capitalism versus socialism.
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