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This book is a collection of essays that explore 
the intersection of Earth, Gender and Religion 
in African literary texts. It examines cultural, 
religious, theological and philosophical traditions, 
and their construction of perspectives and attitudes 
about Earth-keeping and gender. This publication 
is critical given the current global environmental 
crisis and its impact on African and global 
communities. The book is multidisciplinary in 
approach (literary, environmental, theological and 
sociological), exploring the intersection of African 
creative work, religion and the environment in 
their construction of Earth and gender. It presents 
how the gendered interconnectedness of the 
natural environment, with its broad spirituality 
and deep identification with the woman, features 
prominently in the myths, folklores, legends, 
rituals, sacred songs and incantations that are 
explored in this collection. 
Both male and female writers in the collection laud 
and accept woman’s enduring motif as worker, 
symbol and guardian of the environment. This 
interconnectedness mirrors the importance of 
the environment for the survival of both human 
and non-human components of Mother Earth. 
The ideology of women’s agency is emphasised 
and reinforced by ecofeminist theologians; 
namely those viewing African women as active 
agents working closely with the environment 
and not as subordinates. In the context of the 
environmental crisis the nurturing role of women 
should be bolstered and the rich African traditions 
that conserved the environment preserved. The 
book advocates the re-engagement of women, 
particularly their knowledge and conservation 
techniques and how these can become reservoirs 
of dying traditions. This volume offers recorded 
traditions in African literary texts, thereby 
connecting gender, religion and the environment 
and helpful perspectives in Earth-keeping. 
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