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Jefferson’s views on Indians were characterized by
ambivalence. Jefferson both loved and hated Native
Americans, because he loved Native Americans. Jefferson
was, through his father Peter, exposed early on and
directly, though likely infrequently, to mysterious but
congenial Indigenes, and he came to respect profoundly
their courage, physical endurance, artistry, integrity, and
most importantly, their large love of liberty, even if they
were “uncivilized.” So impressed by Indians culture was
Jefferson that he made their nature and culture objects of
study in his ‘Notes on Virginia.’

Though uncivilized, Indians showed marked signs of
being readily civilizable. Thus, Jefferson, qua politician
and philosopher, hoped that they would mix their

blood with Whites and become part of what he saw as

a great American “empire for liberty.” Miscegenation
meant integration, willful or by force, into American
culture and abandonment of Aboriginal ways and their
radically different way of seeing the land upon which they
lived, which Natives could only grudgingly accept. Was
Jefferson’s Indian policy, though guided by true concern
for their wellbeing, genocidal? This book ultimately aims
to answer that question.
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