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Notes on names, pronunciation,
and sources

In this book, I have followed modern Turkish orthography for words of
Turkish, Arabic, or Persian origin. Some of the letters of the 29 letter Turkish
alphabet are different from English letters and these, with a guide to their
pronunciation, are as follows,

c pronounced as a j in English

¢ pronounced as ch in English

g not pronounced but silent and lengthens the preceding vowel
1 pronounced as the English i in cousin

0 pronounced as the English u in fur

s pronounced as sh in English

ii pronounced as the English u in cute

I have used modern Turkish orthography for all words that appear in Turkish,
with the exception of a few words that are commonly used in English, such as
pasha or madrasa. “Istanbul” is spelled with an undotted capital I in the main
text, but a dotted capital I is used in the footnotes and bibliography as this
refers to a place of publication. For proper names, place names, and some
terms, I have used a more Ottomanized version: Usul-i Mi’madri-i Osmani, Ali,
Celdl, or Cenabi.
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RIBA
TDK
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VEKAM

WWII

List of acronyms

Ittihad ve Terakki Cemiyeri (Committee of Union and Progress)
Demokrat Parti (Democrat Party)

Gayrimenkul Eski Eserler ve Anitlar Yiiksek Kurulu (Supreme
Council of Immovable Antiquities and Monuments)

Historical American Buildings Survey

The International Council on Monuments and Sites
Royal Institute of British Architects

Tiirk Dil Kurumu (Turkish Language Society)

Tiirk Tarih Kurumu (Turkish Historical Society

Kog Universitesi Vehbi Kog Ankara Aragtirmalart Uygulama
ve Arastirma Merkezi (Ko¢ University, Vehbi Ko¢ Ankara
Studies Research Center)

World War I
World War 11






Preface

Prof. Dr. Lucienne Thys-Senocak

Department of Archaeology and the History of Art
Kog University, Istanbul

Architectural Documentation: Built Environment, Modernization, and Turkish
Nationalism is a timely and engaging study which focuses on the early years
of the Turkish Republic, from 1923 to the1960s, the role that architects, both
foreign and Turkish, played in shaping the discourse about the built heritage
of the Turkic and Ottoman past; and their efforts to document and preserve
this heritage. Creating architecture is a political act. What to document and
preserve, and what to destroy, are also politically charged decisions. This is
certainly the case in present-day Turkey, and Architectural Documentation
convincingly argues that movements such as the National Architecture
Renaissance of the late Ottoman era, and the Modern architecture projects in
Turkey, or the “Yeni Mimari’ (New Architecture) that emerged in Atatiirk’s
newly established nation were equally contentious.

This book explores the entanglements of modernism, orientalism, state
power, and architectural practice at this vibrant time of nation-building in
Turkey, and illuminates the people and documentation processes involved in
architectural preservation. Sibel Bozdogan, who has written extensively about
the architecture in the late Ottoman Empire and Republican era Turkey, has
noted the “profound ambiguity of the modernist projects of the 1930s”.!
There are many reasons for this ambiguity, including the challenges that
Turkish architects, in particular, faced as they negotiated their relationships
with Europe, and the Ottoman, Turkic, and Islamic pasts. Equipped with an
education rooted in the European traditions of the Ecole des Beaux-Arts, and
ideologies of the Modern Movement, this first generation of Republican era
architects, at times with their European mentors (e.g., Ernst A. Egli, Albert

1 Sibel Bozdogan, Modernism and Nation Building: Turkish Architectural Culture in the
Early Republic (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2001), 10-11.



xxii Preface

Louis Gabriel, Cornelius Gurlitt), and other times without them, were
passionate about documenting the architectural remains still standing in the
lands they had inherited from Ottoman, and earlier ancestors in Anatolia and
the Balkans. For many of these architects, producing measured drawings and
surveys of this architectural legacy, and recording them for posterity went
beyond a professional duty and became an act of faith and patriotic devotion
to the nation-state.

In Architectural Documentation, with its extensive use of publications from
early architectural journals such as Arkitekt, the Ottoman State Archives, and
private archival collections belonging to the “hero-architects” of Turkey’s
modernist era (e.g., Cahide Aksel Tamer, Ekrem Hakki Ayverdi, Sedat Cetintas,
Sedad Hakki Eldem, Ali Saim Ulgen), we gain a richer sense of the diverse
mindsets of many of these fascinating “nation-builders” of Turkey and the
challenges they faced as they struggled with questions of identity, political
and economic instability, and a burgeoning state bureaucracy. With its
emphasis on the goals and processes of architectural documentation and
historic preservation in the young Republic, this book sheds light on the
history, and architectural historiography of Turkey, as well as the more
pragmatic aspects of putting pen to paper to record its historical buildings.

Serra Akboy-Ilk is among the last generation of architects in Turkey whose
training centered on putting pen to paper to create measured drawings of
buildings. By the time Serra started her graduate education, the possibilities
of documenting architecture with 3D LASER scanning and photogrammetric
technology had just begun in Turkey. Serra, never putting aside her pen,
enthusiastically embraced these new digital technologies and the potential
they have for efficiently and accurately documenting the built environment,
and particularly the architecture that is designated as cultural heritage in
Turkey. Among the very few Turkish students awarded a US ICOMOS
(International Council on Monuments and Sites) internship grant, Serra was
tasked in the summer of 2006 with assisting a team from the US National Park
Service to conduct a 3D LASER scanning of the Statue of Liberty in New York
City, and producing measured drawings of that iconic symbol of the United
States. It would be the first of many surveys and architectural documentation
projects she would undertake in the US, a country of which she is now a
citizen, along with her native Turkey.

Serra’s training in Turkey, and her passion for its architecture and
architectural history, have instilled in her a deep respect for the “old masters”
of Turkish architecture, those aforementioned “hero-architects” of the late
Ottoman and modern eras. She has continued to ask how the methodologies
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and the aesthetics of traditional architectural surveys and their measured
drawings, like those produced by the architects of the late Ottoman and early
Turkish republic eras, could be integrated with the newly emerging digital
technologies used in the architectural and preservation professions today.
Architectural Documentation: Built Environment, Modernization, and Turkish
Nationalism is part of a process to answer those questions. It is also testimony
to the steadfast belief the author has in the power of architecture to change
society for the better, and the essential role that documentation plays in
helping us to remember the lives of buildings and their architects.
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Chapter 1
Introduction: Documentation culture in

republican Turkey

The foundation of the Republic of Turkey is culture... Culture amounts
to reading, understanding, seeing, interpreting, observing, thinking,
and nurturing intelligence.

Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk!

Where does Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk’s (1881-1938) definition of culture leave
us? Can we state culture as the intellectual ideals of a nation? Rather, can we
address culture as the collective road to the ways in which what was said and
written helped to build as a nation? To be fair, revealing Atatiirk’s legendary
authority in the formation of a modern nation is itself naive just probing a
descriptive phrase, but his words depict the perception of culture in early
republican Turkey. Atatlirk, a modernizing revolutionary, conditioned the
sovereignty of the Republic of Turkey through the commitment of the state to
the economic, political, and scientific infrastructure. In this progressive plot,
art, culture, and education were integral to the national movement to allow
the citizens to know and appreciate their own country, history, and language.
Atatiirk ensured the state protection of the cultural and artistic values and
dedicated resources for cultivating the culture of Turks.? The educational and
cultural policy, institutionalized by state agencies, promoted a realization for
the creative works of the nation and cultivated people’s belonging to the
national culture.

With the proclamation of the republic in 1923, the 600-year-old Ottoman Empire
was abolished, including the dynastic cultural, economic, educational, and

1 Afet Inan, Aratiirk Hakkinda Hatiralar ve Belgeler, ed. An Inan, (Istanbul: Ttirkiye g
Bankasi Kiiltiir Yayinlari, 2014), 374.

2Kiymet Giray, 1920'li Yillarda Sanat Politikast ve Yurtdisina Gonderilen Sanatgilar: 80.
Yilinda Cumhuriyet’in Turkiye Kultury (Ankara: TMMOB Mimarlar Odas! ve Sanat
Estetik ve Gorsel Kiilttir Dernegi ortak yayini, 2003), 12-13.
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governmental institutions. The modern industrial civilization of the West became
the model of progress for the newly found nation-state. Hence, the Western
scientific knowledge, methods, and worldviews constituted the substance of the
institutional reformation. The replacement of the Arabic script with the Latin
alphabet, centralization of schools, adoption of the metric system of
measurement, declaration of Sunday as the official holiday instead of “Holy
Friday,” establishment of a banking system and institutionalization of state-owned
factories are just few examples to portray the extent of republican reforms to bring
arational and scientific era to the country.

Led by Atatiirk, the reformers projected a structured, well-articulated,
unbroken path of modernization through which the entire nation was going
to proceed simultaneously and with uniform experience. The cultural,
educational, and institutional reforms were instrumental in molding the
Turkish nation into a monolithic force. Upon the rise of the nation-state, the
Turkish society and mentality would overcome the cultural gap notoriously
separating the nation from the West. With the civilizing mission of the
republican reforms, the Turkish nation would be free from traditional
obligations and the liberated Turks would move forward. At the end, a
militantly secular and ethnically homogenous nation would join the civilized
nations of the West. 3

To engage with the republican present and to instill a proud sense of shared
history, historical events and architectural heritage became central for the
new order’s durability in the long term. Atatiirk and the founding leaders
focused on the Tiirk Tarih Tezi (Turkish History Thesis) to advance the state
agenda. The thesis was published in the book of Tiirk Tarihinin Anahatlar: in
1930 and introduced to a wider audience at the First History Congress in 1932.
To revive the history of the nation on its own terms, the thesis proposed the
existence of a pre-Ottoman ethnic group called the “Turks” who migrated
from Central Asia to India, China, Mesopotamia, Anatolia, Balkans, and
further onto Europe, populating almost the entire known world. The exodus
from Central Asian steps sustained Anatolia, the modern borders of Turkey, as
being the homeland of Turks. To authenticate this concept, the ancient
Hittites and Sumerians were integrated into the ethnohistorical framework as
the ancestors of Turks. In this regard, the trans-historical unity of Turkish

3 Resat Kasaba, “Kemalist Certainties and Modern Ambiguities,” Rethinking Modernity
and National Identity in Turkey, ed. Sibel Bozdogan and Resat Kasaba (Seattle:
University of Washington Press, 1997), 16-17.
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