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ABSTRACT 

Concepción Gimeno de Flaquer (1850-1919): Her Personal Letters, Short Stories, 
and Journalism combines historical research with a critical-literary approach 
complemented by an updated, annotated edition of some of her most 
representative texts. Until the publication of this critical edition, these 
writings by Gimeno de Flaquer have not been easy to consult. Gimeno de 
Flaquer stands out as a writer with a marked transatlantic profile in terms of 
her thematic framework and professional career that extended beyond the 
Iberian Peninsula. The editor of this volume and author of the introduction, 
Ana I. Simón Alegre (Adelphi University), brings Concepción Gimeno de 
Flaquer closer to today’s readers, considering various angles of scholarship 
and reflection. With the biographical material included here, readers will 
further appreciate Gimeno de Flaquer’s interrelated interests that include 
theater, journalism, and a marked dedication to abolitionist currents. Her 
forays into the literary genre of the short story demonstrated new approaches 
to realism, and the essays that she wrote in the last third of the nineteenth 
century reveal her commitment to promoting the right to education. Her 
political writings from the beginning of the twentieth century engaged fully 
with emerging discussions on feminism. Gimeno de Flaquer’s network of 
friends and contacts helped her to become an important contributor to the 
transatlantic literary routes at the beginning of the twentieth century. This 
critical edition is the first volume that allows readers to examine a variety of 
texts by Gimeno de Flaquer, with extensive explanatory notes to help navigate 
the complex ideology and cultural-symbolic references that were part of the 
daily life of Gimeno de Flaquer and her contemporaries. Concepción Gimeno 
de Flaquer (1850-1919): Her Personal Letters, Short Stories, and Journalism 
reveals the political, social, and intellectual projects that the writer developed 
throughout her career, and this research underlines why it makes sense to 
associate Gimeno de Flaquer with the twentieth-century designation of 
“activist,” which, during her life, had its equivalent in the term, “cantora de la 
mujer” (“the woman’s intoner”). Concepción Gimeno de Flaquer used this 
expression to recognize those women who had helped her move forward on 
her path, and it was the same moniker that people had previously used to 
describe Gimeno de Flaquer. 

Keywords: Concepción Gimeno de Flaquer, women’s writing, women’s history, 
literary, personal letters, creation, journalism, feminism, female travelers, 
education, translators, short stories, identity, queer studies, sexualities, 
transatlantic studies, theater, gatherings 
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PREFACE 

Lou Charnon-Deutsch 

Stony Brook University, New York 

As a graduate student at the University of Chicago (back in the ‘groovy’ 70s), I 
cannot recall ever being assigned work written by a Spanish woman author. By 
the mid-1980s, however, feminist scholarship was beginning to dramatically 
reshape the academy in the US and elsewhere. Feminist theory went from 
margin to center as a tool to reconfigure the canon, a canon that Charles Altieri 
derided in 1984 as a “bourgeois fantasy of universalizing a limited set of 
interests” (59). Allan Bloom’s The Closing of the American Mind (1987) 
confirmed that I had been trapped in a canon of works that no longer spoke to 
my higher self. I concluded that Bloom’s mind was closed, not the promoters of 
multiculturalism that were then reformulating the syllabi across US campuses. 
A book such as Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar’s Madwoman in the Attic. The 
Woman Writer and the Nineteenth-Century Literary Imagination (1979), now a 
classic, was but one among my growing list of closet feminist readings back then 
as I struggled to come to terms with the frozen silence surrounding Spanish 
women’s writings that I was beginning to study and admire.  

All that changed in the 1990s. It is impossible to list all the books and articles 
that in the 1980s and 90s inspired researchers to think about Hispanic 
women’s fiction in new ways. With the canon wars in full bloom in higher 
education, women especially were keen to expand the reading lists of their 
students to include more women and people of color. The canon of works in 
Spanish literature was simply not broad enough, not ‘good’ enough, let’s say, 
for the kind of educational experiences many other scholars and I wanted for 
our increasingly diverse students. To be meaningful to them and myself, a text 
had to have something to say to them. That meant that we needed to unearth 
more assiduously what women had to say to their contemporaries that would 
still resonate with today’s students thirsty for relevant literature.  

Happily, the range of materials taught in university literature courses today 
is more inclusive, eclectic, and vast, despite Mr. Bloom’s narrow vision of what 
counts as good literature and his disparagement of multiculturalism. No 
doubt men have helped to bring about this change; still, it is to women 
researchers we owe a debt of gratitude for reshaping women’s reading 
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experience both within and beyond the academy. Now that we can claim 
(somewhat reservedly) that Toni Morrison, rather than Allan Bloom, has won 
the canon war, there still remains much work on women authors whose 
exclusions from the canon of Spanish literature have skewed the historical 
understanding of women’s contributions to modern Spanish culture.  

A key early critic of canonicity was Hispanist Hazel Gold, who dwelled on 
the deplorable deficiency of the Spanish literary canon in “Back to the Future: 
Criticism, the Canon and the Nineteenth-Century Spanish Novel” (179-209; 
1990). The following year, María del Carmen Simón Palmer’s eye-opening 
Escritoras españolas del siglo XIX: Manual Bio-bibliográfico (Spanish Writers of 
the Nineteenth century: Bio-bibliographical Manual; 1991) expanded our 
knowledge of women writers. Studies like Susan Kirkpatrick’s remarkable Las 
románticas. Women Writers and Subjectivity in Spain, 1835-1850 (1989), 
spearheaded a great explosion of writing about women writers who had been 
forgotten or underestimated, opening our eyes to new approaches to women 
poets. The flood of studies unleashed by books such as these continue today, 
advanced by a generation of younger scholars, like Ana I. Simón Alegre, who 
are keen to expand the availability and study of nineteenth and twentieth-
century texts of Spanish women writers. 

I was first introduced to Concepción Gimeno de Flaquer (1850-1919) in 1990 
through the writings of an earlier admirer, Maryellen Bieder (1942-2018), one 
of the first critics to recognize Gimeno de Flaquer’s contributions to emerging 
feminism. Bieder praised Gimeno de Flaquer’s La mujer española. Estudios 
sobre su educación y sus facultades intelectuales (The Spanish Woman. Studies 
on Her Education and Intellectual Faculties; 1877), La mujer intelectual (The 
Intellectual Woman; 1901), and other works in which Gimeno de Flaquer 
addressed women’s issues and entered debates about women’s intelligence 
and rights. As Bieder lamented in her essay “Feminine Discourse/Feminist 
Discourse: Concepción Gimeno de Flaquer” even though the number of 
women-authored texts was extensive during the author’s lifetime, Spanish 
women writers failed to secure a place “in the collective memory of Spanish 
literary history” (459). She suggested this possibly was because their work 
appealed more to women than to men, many of whom, like the Spanish writer 
Juan Valera (1824-1905), disparaged Gimeno de Flaquer as “Conceited, 
pedantic and with little judgment and less knowledge” (quoted by Bieder, 
“Feminine Discourse/Feminist Discourse” 460).1 Yet, as Bieder pointed out, 
and will be even more obvious as you peruse the works offered here, 
Concepción Gimeno de Flaquer (1850-1919): Her Personal Letters, Short Stories, 
and Journalism, Gimeno de Flaquer “chartered her own path and takes credit 

 

1 “presumida, pedantesca y con poco juicio y menos saber.” 
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for her own success” (Bieder, “Feminine Discourse” 464). How she managed to 
do this is very much of interest to Ana I. Simón Alegre, who has set out to 
explore the contours of Gimeno de Flaquer’s self-promotion and discuss some 
of the mysteries surrounding her biography; how my students and I have 
welcomed Simón Alegre’s Spanish and English editions of Concepción 
Gimeno de Flaquer’s letters, short stories, and essays! 

While I was drawn to the fiction of Gimeno de Flaquer in the 90s because of 
the way she worked the theme of ideal love and adaptive responses to 
women’s adverse situations, Simón Alegre has a much broader appreciation of 
Gimeno de Flaquer’s writings beyond her fiction that I explored in my book 
Narratives of Desire: Nineteenth-Century Spanish Fiction by Women (1994). 
When Gimeno de Flaquer’s letters, stories, and journal articles are thrown into 
the mix as they are here, the significance of the writer’s work amplifies, 
making it more useful in the classroom. Like Simón Alegre, who uprooted 
herself to settle in the US and, in the process, widened her understanding of 
the world beyond Spain, Gimeno de Flaquer was a restless spirit who always 
wanted to explore new ways of understanding women’s place in the world.  

Exploring women’s exclusions from the canon involves painstaking 
archival research and book editing, as well as new historical-cultural 
approaches to understanding literary traditions as contingent on economic 
and ideological systems. That has been the mission of my junior colleague, 
friend, and sleuth extraordinaire, Ana I. Simón Alegre, who has dedicated 
long hours to uncovering the treasures in the published and unpublished 
writings of Concepción Gimeno de Flaquer. Her consuming passion for the 
author has found her buried in the archives of libraries across Spain, the US, 
and México, where she has unearthed treasures, some of which she offers 
here for the first time. 

Thanks to her careful curating of these miscellaneous works, we are 
broadening our understanding of Gimeno de Flaquer’s significant place in the 
“sphere of knowledge,” as Simón Alegre puts it, and gaining new insights into 
the subtleties of Gimeno de Flaquer’s life and ideas. Truly Concepción Gimeno 
de Flaquer (1850-1919): Her Personal Letters, Short Stories, and Journalism is a 
welcome addition to the scholarship of an author whose works are widely 
scattered and in need of new editions. Simón Alegre shines a light on Gimeno 
de Flaquer’s success in clearing a path as a professional writer very much 
concerned with the public perception of herself as a writer, a topic that 
becomes clear in the introduction to this remarkable collection of carefully 
edited and annotated texts. In the past few years, Simón Alegre has helped to 
spread the writer’s influence and revealed some of the mysteries that 
surround her biography in countless talks and writings, including, most 
recently, her essay “Queer Literary Friendships in Salons: Concepción Gimeno 
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de Flaquer, Carmen de Burgos, and Others” that has just appeared in Queer 
Women in Modern Spanish Literature: Activism, Sexuality, and the Otherness of 
the ‘chicas raras’ (Edited by Ana I. Simón Alegre and Lou Charnon-Deutsch, 
2022). The nineteenth-century women writers who wrote Gilbert and Gubar 
were experts at concealments and evasions that were more elaborate than 
those of male writers (75). Drawn to the mysteries surrounding Concepción 
Gimeno de Flaquer’s life, Ana I. Simón Alegre is helping us better appreciate 
what is missing or coded in the complex life and works of this 
underappreciated writer. 
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