SERIES IN SOCIOLOGY

“This is a fluent, engaging and thought-provoking text which challenges prevailing stereotypes about rural space. Kerrigan carefully
dissects some of the wider issues relating to globalisation and Brexit within his analysis of identity, social control and resistance to
change within rural environments. In doing so, he highlights the ways in which broader insecurities at a national level can play out
within localised environments to the exclusion of diverse voices and narratives. The book is well structured, impeccably researched
and has important implications for scholarship and policy. As such, this is an excellent addition to the existing literature on rural

‘othering’ and will appeal to a broad readership of academics, students, and practitioners.”

Professor Neil Chakraborti

Head of Department, Department of Criminology, University of Leicester

Summary

Issues concerning globalisation, protection of identity and resistance to change at
the national level (e.g., Brexit) have been the cause of much public and scholarly
debate. With this in mind, this book demonstrates how these national, and indeed
global narratives, have impacted on and are influenced by ‘going-ons’ in local
contexts. By situating these national narratives within a rural context, Kerrigan
expertly explores, through ethnographic research, how similar consequences of
informal social control and exclusion are maintained in rural England in order to
protect rural identity from social and infrastructural change.
Drawing on observation, participant observation, and in-depth interviews, ‘A
Threatened Rural Idyll’ illustrates how residents from a small but developing rural
town in the South of England perceived changes associated with globalisation, such
as population growth, inappropriate building developments, and the influx of service
industries. For many of the residents, particularly those of middle-class status and
long-standing in the town, these changes were seen as a direct threat to the rural
character of the town. The investigation
highlights how community dynamics
and socio-spatial organisation of daily
life work to protect the rural traditions
inherent in the social and spatial
landscape of the town and to maintain
the dominance of its largely white,
middle-class character. As a result,
Kerrigan contends that the resistance
to change has the consequence of
constructing a social identity that
attempts to reinforce the notions of a
rural idyll to the exclusion of processes
and people seen as representing
different values and ideals.
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