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Summary

What stage of development are women’s rights as human
rights? By specifically regarding the prevention and
elimination of all forms of Violence Against Women, the
book focuses on two European Mediterranean countries:
Italy and Spain. The book first considers the chronological
description and analysis of the main international
documents, those belonging to the United Nations
apparatus, followed by the analysis of the sources on
Gender-Based Violence Against Women (GBVAW) of the
Council of Europe and the European Union.

The analysis of international documents guarantees an initial
overview of the debate on GBVAW, following a top-down
approach, from the UN to the national level. Successively,
the focus is on both national sources as well as the level of
government responsiveness in terms of policies on GBVAW
in Italy and Spain, while also comparing the cases. The

book adopts multimethod research based on qualitative text
analysis; an examination of the level of national Government
Responsiveness to GBVAW, and a series of in-depth interviews
with targeted individuals. The final aim of this book is to
understand how international (UN) and regional (CoE,

EU) documents on GBVAW, along with the categories and
expressions used within the documents, have contributed to
different policies in countering GBVAW in Italy and Spain,
while also highlighting the reasons why the two countries
responded differently. Within a comprehensive international
scenario, this book intends to create space for debate on
possible future EU policies aimed at contrasting GBVAW.
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