Acceptance, Understanding,
and the Moral Imperative
of Promoting Social Justice
Education in the Schoolhouse

Nicholas D. Young
Elizabeth Jean
Teresa A. Citro

Series in Education

E‘ VERNON PRESS



Copyright © 2019 Vernon Press, an imprint of Vernon Art and Science Inc, on behalf of
the author.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of Vernon Art and Science Inc.

Www.vernonpress.com

In the Americas: In the rest of the world:
Vernon Press Vernon Press

1000 N West Street, C/Sancti Espiritu 17,
Suite 1200, Wilmington, Malaga, 29006
Delaware 19801 Spain

United States

Series in Education

Library of Congress Control Number: 2019933347

ISBN: 978-1-62273-623-2

Product and company names mentioned in this work are the trademarks of their
respective owners. While every care has been taken in preparing this work, neither the
authors nor Vernon Art and Science Inc. may be held responsible for any loss or damage
caused or alleged to be caused directly or indirectly by the information contained in it.

Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been
inadvertently overlooked the publisher will be pleased to include any necessary credits in
any subsequent reprint or edition.

Cover design by Vernon Press using elements designed by Freepik.



Table of Contents

Acknowledgement
Preface

Chapter One
Social Justice as a Teaching Construct:
Fundamentals Under Review

Nicholas D. Young, American International College
Jennifer Innocenti, American International College
Elizabeth Jean, Endicott College

Chapter Two

Home-School Partnerships: Connecting

with Families through a Social Justice Lens
Elizabeth Jean, Endicott College
Nicholas D. Young, American International College

Chapter Three
School Law and Policy:
Promoting and Protecting Diverse Students

Jennifer A. Smolinski, American International College

Chapter Four
Gender and Sexual Orientation:
Understanding the Differences Among Students

Elizabeth Jean, Endicott College
Doris L. Buckley, Northern Essex Community College

Chapter Five

Reaching and Teaching Adoptees in the Classroom:

Making All Feel Welcome
Karen Russo, St. Joseph’s College, New York

vii

11

23

37

49



Chapter Six
Racial, Ethnic, and Linguistic Diversity:
Meeting Students Where They Are

Charles B. Hutchison,
The University of North Carolina at Charlotte

Jonimay Morgan,
The University of North Carolina at Charlotte

Michelle Pass,
The University of North Carolina at Charlotte

Chapter Seven

Advancing the Social Standing of Students from
Educationally At-Risk Populations: Students Who
Learn, Look, Speak, Behave, or Believe Differently

Ellen L. Duchaine, Texas State University

Chapter Eight

Understanding and Addressing Bias in
Classroom Assessment: Promoting Fairness
Through Equitable Grading Practices

Nicholas D. Young, American International College
Dianne M. Young, University of Massachusetts

Chapter Nine

Teaching to the Common Core State Standards
While Emphasizing Social Justice:

Classroom Strategies and Practices That Work

Kristi L. Santi, University of Houston
Jacqueline Hawkins, University of Houston
Sara]. Jones, University of Houston

Chapter Ten

College Preparation and Professional Development:

What Every Preservice and Veteran Teacher Should
Know About Social Justice Education

Nicholas D. Young, American International College
Jennifer Innocenti, American International College

List of Acronyms

About the Primary Authors

61

75

93

105

119

131

133



Acknowledgement

It is a pleasure to use this opportunity to thank Sue Clark for her
tremendous contributions to this book as our chief editor. She has
unmatched wordsmithing skills and a pleasant demeanor that make her a
wonderful colleague on all of our projects. May our readers know that she
is the “talent behind the curtain”; and she knows that we are grateful for all
she does to make our words shine.






Preface

Acceptance, Understanding, and the Moral Imperative of Promoting Social
Justice Education in the Schoolhouse examines the critical issues
associated with the topic of social justice in preschool through grade 12
(P-12) education. This book is most appropriate for preservice and veteran
teachers, school and educational psychologists, related special education
service professionals, educational administrators, guidance counselors,
graduate education professors, policy-makers, parents and student
leaders who wish to gain a better understanding of how social justice can
and should become a valuable part of the educational landscape.

Understanding the challenges related to educational inequity requires a
comprehensive and systematic re-examination of educational reform;
more specifically, this book defines social justice education, offers
different perspectives from major thought leaders, and examines the
challenges faced by different populations when it comes to receiving equal
opportunity and treatment. Emphasis will be placed on programs,
approaches, and strategies to increasingly teach tolerance, respect, and
understanding within and between these groups and members of the
majority culture. The focus, then, will be educational practices designed to
prepare students from diverse backgrounds to be active, contributing, and
fully participatory members of our contemporary society.

Our motivation for writing this book arose due to...

e Our concern that due to race, ethnicity, gender,
socioeconomic status, and so many other indicators, all
students in America are not given the same opportunities in
school;

e Our belief that helping educators understand and
implement social justice in the classroom will increase the
equity between students;

e Our awareness that equity in the classroom is the first step
to more positive social and academic outcomes throughout
a school career;

e Our knowledge that students are our greatest hope for the
future and providing them with equitable opportunities in
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