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“The Ideas, Identity and Art of Daniel Spoerri offers Anglophone readers fresh insights into the genesis of Spoerri’s im-
portant work and illuminates fascinating intellectual exchanges between artists, curators, and other key figures in the
European art world from the late 1950s to the present. Cempellin navigates sources in many languages on the multi-
lingual artist, drawing on little-known archival materials and interviews to present key thematic elements in Spoerri’s
oeuvre. Through reference to projects such as Spoerri’s Fluxus works, Eat Art, and Sentimental Museums, the artist’s

striking inventiveness and intellectual rigor come vividly to the fore.”

Summary

The term “artistic animator” is inspired by the definition “Kunstan-
imator” given to Spoerri by his longstanding friend Karl Gerstner
during an interview with Katerina Vatsella in 1995. Wherever he
went, Spoerri was capable of inspiring others to make art, and at the
same time he absorbed, interiorized and transformed ideas from
others. His fluctuating memberships during late Modernism (Zero,
Nouveau Réalisme, Fluxus, Mail Art) explain why some areas of this
work have not yet received their due attention and their connection
to the whole picture has often eluded scholarly inquiry. Beyond
his tableaux-pieges, which gave him immediate notoriety through
an early purchase by the MoMA, Spoerri discovered a new way to
approach the multiples in sculpture (Edition MAT), he transformed
his trap pictures into an experimental narrative form (Topographie
Anécdotée du Hasard), he initiated the Eat Art movement, he tested
an innovative curatorial approach (the Musée Sentimental and the
Giardino). Despite constant interruptions due to his semi-nomadic
lifestyle, this oeuvre
presents an extraordi-
nary coherence, where
none of these ventures
can be properly under-
stood without consider-
ing all the others. This
is the first monograph
entirely devoted to Dan-
iel Spoerri in the United
States to date. With an
introduction by Barbara
Réderscheidt.

Jill Carrick — Carleton University, Canada
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