SERIES IN LITERARY STUDIES

Summary

This book examines how seas, oceans, and passageways have
shaped and reshaped cultural identities, spurred stories of
reunion and separation, and redefined entire nations. It explores
how entire communities have crossed seas and oceans, voluntarily
or not, to settle in foreign lands and undergone identity, cultural
and literary transformations. It also explores how these crossings
are represented. The book thus contributes to oceanic studies, a
field of study that asks how the seas and oceans have and continue
to affect political (narratives of exploration, cartography),
international (maritime law), identity (insularity), and literary
issues (survival narratives, fishing stories).
Divided into three sections, Negotiating Waters explores the
management, the crossings, and the re-imaginings of the seas and
oceans that played such an important role in the configuration
of the colonial and postcolonial world and imagination. In
their careful considerations of how water figures prominently
in maps, travel journals, diaries, letters, and literary narratives
from the 17th century onwards, the three thematic sections
come together to shed light on how water, in all of its shapes and
forms, has marked lands, nations, and identities. They thus offer
readers from different disciplines and with different colonial and
postcolonial interests the possibility to investigate and discover
new approaches to
maritime spaces. By
advancing views on
how seas and oceans
exert power through
representation,
Negotiating Waters
engages in important
critical work in an
age of rising concern
about maritime
environments.
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