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While his play, ‘The Women’s War’, was

of Interpretative Directing’ (2003), provide general insights on the art
of directing plays, Emasealu’s ‘The Theatre of Ola Rotimi: Production
and Performance Dynamics’ (2010) and Uwatt’s ‘Playwriting and
Directing in Nigeria: Interviews with Ola Rotimi’ (2004), document
the directorial practice of the Nigerian director, Ola Rotimi. Aside
from documenting the directing techniques of key Western directors,

shortlisted for the 2022 African Writers this book’s advantage over existing works is that it documents the
Awards, Mark is in the process of publishing directorjal styl_es of Ola' Rotimi ar_ld other West African directors, as well
a collection of his plays on historical and as the directorial techniques of directors from South, North, and East
contemporary African issues, as well as a Africa. It also traces the evolution of the theatre stage, examines the
course textbook on playwriting. directorial implications of the arena, proscenium, thrust, traverse and

African traditional theatre stage orientations, and engages the notions
of blocking, movement, directorial concept and directorial approach.
In particular, this book aspires to contribute to the discourse on

play directing with perspectives from African theatre. It also fills

gaps in previous studies by delving into the notions of theatre and
directing, the director’s history, qualities, and tools. It examines types
of directors, functions of the director, directing principles, and key
Western and African theories of performance. It also evaluates the
history of the theatre stage, the characteristics, benefits and drawbacks,
and directorial implications of the arena stage, proscenium stage,
thrust stage, traverse stage, African traditional theatre stage, the use
of blocking, movement, and the meaning of directorial concept and
directorial approach.
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