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Preface

Coincidences have been the focus of our collaborative side-project for quite
some time. To be more precise, this book is the outcome of our shared
research work on the nature of coincidences in the last ten years. During
our collaboration, we have been presenting our ideas on coincidences in
many international conferences, especially during the years 2013-2016. We
presented parts of our work on coincidences in the following venues: at the
SIFA (Italian Society for Analytic Philosophy) Graduate Conference 2013,
University of Cagliari (Italy); at the SIFA 2014 Conference, University of
L'Aquila (Italy); at the PSSA (Philosophical Society of South Africa) 2015
Conference, Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University (Port Elizabeth,
South Africa); at the GAP9 conference of the German Society for Analytic
Philosophy in 2015, University of Osnabriick (Germany); and at the SIFA
2016 Conference, University of Florence (Pistoia Uniser Campus, Italy). We
are thankful to all the audiences who attended our presentations for all the
comments and suggestions that we succeeded to collect on those occasions
and that greatly helped us improve our work.

Although we have been doing research on coincidences for years and have
been so far mainly focused on publishing some articles in peer reviewed
journals, we thought about putting our published papers together with new
materials in order to provide readers with a thorough and more accessible
presentation of our views.! On top of that, this book mainly represents an
expansion of our work in new directions and with a special focus on recent
literature on coincidences. We especially expanded our previous work in
three different directions: first of all, by highlighting the contribution of the
main historical antecedents of this research, focusing especially on the
work of Antoine Augustine Cournot and Jacques Monod; second, by
addressing the current rival approach in the philosophical understanding
of coincidences, which has recently become the so-called “common cause”
view, defended by Tamar Lando; and finally, by exploring new materials
coming from cognitive psychology—especially the work of cognitive scientists
Mark K. Johansen and Magda Osman—that can be in principle understood

1 Our articles are the following: Alessandra Melas, “Cournot’s Notion of Hasard: an
Objective Conception of Chance”, Axiomathes 27, no. 6 (2017):685, https://doi.org/10.10
07/s10516-017-9333-7; Alessandra Melas and Pietro Salis, “On the Nature of Coincidental
Events”, Axiomathes 32, no. 1 (2022):143, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10516-020-09517-4
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as a brand new benchmark to evaluate virtues and flaws of the main views
on coincidences under scrutiny.

The article “Cournot’s Notion of Hasard: An Objective Conception of
Chance” has been widened here to be part of Chapter 2. The article “On the
Nature of Coincidental Events” has been divided in two parts: the introductory
section has been inserted in the introduction as we found particularly useful
the general presentation of the philosophical problem of coincidences that it
contained, so that we could expand it to the whole book; the other sections
of that article compose Chapter 4 of this book. Chapter 3 and Chapter 5
contain new and previously unpublished materials. Finally, in Chapter 2,
the parts concerning Monod’s views are new and previously unpublished.
Though the book is the outcome of a common, shared effort, Alessandra
Melas is mainly responsible for Chapter 2 and Chapter 5, while Pietro Salis
is mainly responsible for Chapter 3. In Chapter 1, Alessandra Melas is
mainly responsible for the section “An intersection of independent causal
lines”, while Pietro Salis is mainly responsible for the sections “Going
beyond the tradition”, “Open problems” and “Plan of the book”. In Chapter
4, Alessandra Melas is mainly responsible for the sections “Beyond
intersectionism”, “The ontic dimension: Are there intersections between
truly independent causal sequences? Some degrees of causal independence”,
“Probability”, and “Control”, while Pietro Salis is mainly responsible for the
sections “The epistemic dimension: are coincidences mind-dependent?”,
“The role of epistemic access”, “The degree of epistemic access”, “Collateral
aspects of the epistemic dimension”, “Attitudes and beliefs”, and “Conclusion”.

Alessandra Melas would like to thank her master, Professor Alberto Mario
Mura, for having introduced her to the challenging and intriguing world of
coincidences, as well as Dr. Bernard D. Beitman and his Coincidence
Research Group for the helpful discussions. She would also like to thank all
her friends, especially Alina, Anna, Daniela, Gesy, Giovanna, Irene, Roberta,
Nina, Albino, Luca and Mario, and her family for their precious support.

Pietro Salis would like to thank his partner Gianfranca and his family for
their priceless support. He would also like to thank all his colleagues at the
Department of Education, Psychology and Philosophy of the University of
Cagliari, for providing an especially stimulating and collaborative environment.

Alghero and Cagliari, December 20th 2022
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