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Preface

Two quotes from eminent physicists provide a good summary of this book. The
first is from Lord Willian Kelvin, who devised the absolute temperature scale
(the Kelvin scale) and formulated the second law of thermodynamics. Kelvin
wrote: “Do not be afraid of being free thinkers! If you think strongly enough,
you will be forced by science to the belief in God, which is the foundation of all
religion. You will find science not antagonistic but helpful to religion.”! The
second quote is from astrophysicist Paul Davies. Davies has won many awards,
including the Kelvin Medal, Faraday Prize, and the Templeton Prize. He writes:
“It may seem bizarre, but in my opinion science offers a surer path to God than
religion... science has actually advanced to the point where what were formerly
religious questions can be seriously tackled.”?

These quotes are the springboard from which I dive in to answer the atheist
claim that God does not exist, and Christopher Hitchens’ assertion that
“religion poisons everything.” I counter these claims with evidence from the
physical, natural, and social sciences, and from philosophy, history, and
theology, highlighting signposts to God and the many benefits of Christianity
to society. Such breadth comes with the problem of how to limit discussion of
the details to allow for the appreciation of the whole. My goal is to provide
enough detail for the reader to stand in awe at the many thousands of
seemingly impossible conditions that must exist for life on this planet, while at
the same time realizing that too much detail detracts from this goal. I want to
provide Christians with scientific "ammunition" to battle claims against God
made by a militant breed of atheists dubbed the "New Atheists." Arguments
from theology will not cut it with these folks, who insist that science is on their
side. The only theology that a committed atheist may grant a hearing is natural
theology. Natural theology offers indirect proof of God's existence and divine
purpose through the scientific observation of nature and the use of human
reason.

Good natural theology requires knowledge of many different areas of science,
which also poses problems. My academic disciplines are biosocial science and
statistics, and my research involves exploring the genetic and neurobiological
bases of behavior, particularly criminal behavior. Outside these areas, I claim
no expertise. Because scientific knowledge increases exponentially, one can
only claim to be an expert in specific areas of one’s discipline. As science
expands, the pressure for specialization in one tiny area of a discipline grows
ever stronger. Every science spawns subfields that then may become separate
disciplines, which in turn spawns further specialized areas of research. This
increases the efficiency and speed with which new knowledge is produced, but
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it carries with it the danger of intellectual isolation as fewer and fewer scientists
are able to critically evaluate work done outside of their own narrow area of
specialization.

The kind of extreme specialization demanded today can lead to a kind of
general scientific illiteracy among scientists whose work does not overlap with
adjacent sciences. For instance, to assess the degree of literacy outside their own
disciplines, Hazen and Trefil asked a sample of physicists and geologists if they
could explain the difference between DNA and RNA and found that only 12.5
percent could do so.3 Physicists are arguably the brightest folks on the planet, yet
only 1 in 8 were able to explain this basic piece of biological information. This is
obviously not due to any lack of intelligence or inquisitiveness, but rather to their
strict concentration on one or two problems in their subfield. There is just not
enough available time to think about non-related scientific areas, let alone the
arts, humanities, and the social sciences.

Universities encourage expertise in limited areas of a scientific discipline
because that's where the grant funding, promotions, and salary increases are,
but it comes at a cost. Former editor of the journal Nature, Philip Ball, mourns
the fact that there is no space for the emergence of young Einsteins today,
noting that: "The gravitational waves theorist saw physics as no one else did,
but if he was around today his time would be spent chasing grants or tenures."4
I'shudder at the thought of being called an expert in anything. That would mean
that I had spent my career boring holes into the minutia; sub-problems of sub-
problems of sub-problems. It is great that most scientists do this because it is
how science advances; I just don't care for it myself. I would rather be a jack of
all trades than master of one. If I am puzzled about something I can easily go to
experts at my university who have done the heavy lifting for me to get answers.

Having said all that about specialization being the norm, to write this book I
have poked around in every science from physics to sociology, as well as
philosophy, history, and theology. It has been a grand journey, and to undertake
it I had to set aside my own research agenda (the privilege of a tenured full
professor) and had two years free of teaching. I have reviewed high stacks of peer-
reviewed articles and books written by top-notch scientists and philosophers,
and have pestered scientists from many fields to keep myself on track. Scientific
writings are highly technical; full of strange words and mathematical equations.
I make every effort to explain their content in terms understandable to readers
without formal scientific training, making no assumptions about prior
knowledge. The nuances present in many topics were new to me when I began
writing, and I have had to seek expert correction and verification of my own
understanding of them.

Iam not a theologian with an intimate acquaintance with the Bible. I do know
enough about science and religion, however, to know that science points the
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way to understanding God's creation and to how Christianity had led to a free,
moral, and prosperous society, and even to science itself. This runs against the
grain of radical atheist claims that science and religion are in conflict, but the
great Albert Einstein disagrees, stating that "Science without religion is lame,
religion without science is blind."> As we shall see, science itself (particularly
physics) has forced many brilliant scientists—including Nobel Laureates—who
have taken the time to think deeply about the ultimate meaning of their work,
to accept God as the Creator.

It is my belief, formed from years of respectful debates with knowledgeable
atheists, that Christians should acquaint themselves with a basic understanding
of science, since atheists claim that it is science that has buried God. Christianity
is retreating in the Western world in the face of secular attacks, and if we are to
halt this retreat we must make robust arguments for our faith from science. The
new Atheists view science as "God's undertaker," to steal a phrase from the
brilliant, witty, and inspirational Oxford mathematician, philosopher, and
theologian Dr. John Lennox, but they are egregiously wrong.

I have written with the strong conviction that anyone espousing a position on
any matter be it scientific, political, or religious, should be able to stoutly
defend it. I do not say this in the spirit of one-upmanship, but rather in the hope
that an informed defense may convince your atheist friends to examine their
position with an open mind and come to know God. Most atheists never give
much thought to their position, simply believing it to be a reasonable position
that puts them on the side of science. If a believer can show how reasoning to
the best explanation from science leads to theism and not atheism, perhaps
some atheists will be led to abandon their empty, hopeless, and nihilistic
worldview for the love of God.

Endnotes

In Smith, W. 1981, pp. 307-308.
Davies, P. 1983, p. ix.

Ball, P. 2016, np.

Hazen, R. and Trefil, J. 2009.
Einstein, A. 1994, p. 49.
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